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President’s Message
As I sit in front of my computer contemplating the end of 
2017 and anticipating what a new year holds for the Texas 
Garden Club, my mind turns to the weather outside. Texas is 
well-known for its crazy weather, keeping all gardeners on 
their toes, and while the cold weather made a festive holi-
day season, I know we are all looking forward to bringing in 
the spring.

Speaking of holiday festivities, in December, my husband 
and I traveled to Houston for the Holly Jolly Luncheon Gala 
held at the White Oak Conference Center by the Houston 
Federation of Garden Clubs. President Ann Korenek and her 
club hosted a lovely gala that included a superb choir sing-
ing wonderful Christmas music, a delicious lunch with time 
to shop, an exciting silent auction, and a wonderful program 
by Bill McKinley from the Benz School of Floral Design. The 
gala is held annually, so if you ever get a chance, don’t miss out on attending. They’ll have 
wassail and cookies waiting on you! 

In upcoming events, don’t forget our TGC 90th Spring Convention which will be held April 
9-12 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Ft. Worth. The theme is “A Garden’s Path, That Can Take You 
Anywhere.” Make sure to reserve your room before March 17th, so you can attend. Festivities 
will include a trip to headquarters, meetings, programs, time capsule burial, youth awards, 
adult awards, and workshops. Other upcoming conventions include the South Central Re-
gion Spring Convention and the NGC Spring Convention. The SCR Spring Convention will be 
held in Texas this year on April 27-29 at the Marriott Houston in North Houston. Make your 
plans to support District IV and attend the convention. Also, the Lowes Hotel in Philadelphia, 
PA will host the NGC Spring Convention May 20-24. So, as you can see, there are plenty of fun 
opportunities available in 2018. 

A special congratulations goes out to the Southwest Amarillo Garden Club, who was hon-
ored in the Amarillo Living Magazine. The article, entitled Green Thumbs Unite, recognized 
the club for their work at the Amarillo Botanical Gardens. A plaque was installed honor-
ing club member Jane Myers for her five decades as a community volunteer, educator, and 
friend of the gardens. We are all blessed to have such great members amongst our ranks.

Finally, I would like to give a quick update about the status of the apron fundraiser. To date, 
we have sold and embroidered 181 aprons with another 40 currently on order. Thank you to 
everyone who has ordered and supported the fundraiser. I expect orders to be filled more 
quickly now that I have two machines and would like to remind those of you who are plan-
ning on placing an order that we will still have two colors available, blue and green.

Thank you all for making 2017 a great year and I look forward to seeing each of you at one of 
the many wonderful conventions planned for 2018!  ~ Betty Edwards

Betty Edwards
TGC President (2017-2019)

Plant America, “Sowing Seeds the Texas Way”

President’s Travel Schedule
March 6-7, 2018 .................................District I Spring Convention .........................Monahans, TX 
April 9-12, 2018 ..................................TGC Spring Convention .................................Fort Worth, TX 
April 27-28, 2018 ...............................SCR Convention ................................................Houston, TX 
May 21-24, 2018 ................................NGC Convention ...............................................Philadelphia, PA
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National Garden Clubs, Inc.
The beginning of a new administration for a state or individu-
al garden club usually means making plans. I hope your club 
will take advantage of the following options that National 
Garden Clubs is providing to help with your club projects: 

Grants From NGC For Project Funds: This is a new NGC grant pro-
gram, PLANT AMERICA Community Project Grants, that pro-
vides financial support for new or existing projects of NGC 
member clubs in their respective communities. Individual 
garden clubs that are members of National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
may apply for funds up to $1,000 for the direct expenses of 
projects. The deadline for applications is November 1, 2017. 
Recipients of grants will be notified, and all money will be 
awarded by January 31, 2018. Projects must be completed by 
May 2019. Final reports are due within two months after the 
completion of the project or by July 1, 2019. The application, 
guidelines and more information are on the NGC website: 

http://gardenclub.org/projects/plant-america-community-project-grants.aspx

Grants From Espoma for Organic Gardening Products: Twenty (20) garden clubs will be awarded 
grants of up to $250 of organic plant foods and potting soils. Go to the Espoma website to 
fill out the application form: https://www.espoma.com/garden-clubs/ There is no deadline. 
Applications will be processed on a first-come, first serve basis.

Grants From AMES For Garden Tools: AMES will grant tools up for approved state or club landscap-
ing projects/programs. The total amount available for all grants is $5,000. Clubs can apply for 
portions of the $5,000, as this amount is available to share. The application and guidelines 
will be on the NGC website in August: http://gardenclub.org/projects/ames-garden-tools.
aspx

New Book For Youth: The Saved Seed is the second children’s book developed by National Gar-
den Clubs. It is a beautifully illustrated book that takes children on the amazing journey of 
how a seed, extracted and saved from a Halloween pumpkin, grows into another pumpkin. 
The engaging narrative gives young readers a glimpse at how seeds that produce the fruits 
and vegetables they enjoy originate from plants in nature—not in commercial packaging 
found in catalogs and retail stores. The Saved Seed provides a wonderful introduction to 
gardening, written to instill the love and appreciation for the life cycle of plants, as well as 
how children can experience a sense of wonder and delight in growing their own plants 
from seeds.

Even if your club does not have a youth project, your club can donate this book to local 
public or school libraries. Place a label inside the cover with your garden club’s name as the 
donor! The book is available for purchase from the NGC website: http://www.shopgarden-
club.org/shop/

Please take advantage of these opportunities to help your club with its projects. Not only are 
garden club projects a vital part of communities across the country, but they also give your 
club visibility. I truly believe that the service that our garden clubs give to their communities 
assures our future.

Nancy L. Hargroves
NGC President (2017-2019)

“Plant America”
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South Central Region

I just read a very interesting article in the newspaper that I 

must share with you. It states there is a growing movement 

of highly educated young Americans that are leaving their 

desk jobs to take up farming. The majority of these young 

farmers did not grow up in agriculture families and the num-

ber of farmers age 25 to 34 grew 2.2 percent between 2007-

2012, according to the 2014 USDA census. In some states, 

such as California, Nebraska and South Dakota the number 

of beginning farmers has grown by 20 percent or more. 

We also have an organic movement going on. You may have 

noticed this as you shop in your local grocery stores. In the 

produce department we are seeing more signs indicating organic grown and on shelf items 

you will read the term non-GMO or GMO FREE and USDA organic on the labels. Selling at 

farmers markets has become all the rage. More farmers markets have blossomed in big cities 

and also in rural America. Households raising vegetables, fruit and including flower grow-

ers, have made gardening a popular form of outdoor recreation. So fear not ... gardeners are 

hardly an endangered species.

I know that many of our garden club members grow food and some garden clubs are in-

volved with community gardens. Share with me how you Plant America, and please send your 

photos and information to my email address: isabelolsen.nmgc@gmail.com. I would like to 

feature you or your club in the next SCR newsletter, The Communicator, or our website and 

Facebook page. Along with that, I also would like to provide the Keeping In Touch editors of 

your interesting projects, so keep me informed.

At the upcoming SCR 89th Annual Convention “Wonders of the Costal Prairie” we will have 

a program called “Giving Fields” which will tell us about a vegetable garden in Texas that 

children and volunteers maintain. We will hear about the Katy Prairie Conservancy and there 

will be a floral design program and hands on workshop “Petite Design” which, for those at-

tending, will keep their design and container. This will be a convention that gardeners and 

floral designers will not want to miss! There will be an additional perk; join us Friday night for 

Wine, Chocolate and Technology. For those who are curious, we will reveal more information 

in our next issue of The Communicator which will be published March 15th.

Be sure to inform the SCR Chairmen of your activities and projects so they can brag about 

your club in their reports. You can find their contact information on the SCR Officer & Chair-

person list. I hope to see you all in Houston!

Isabel Olsen 
SCR Director (2017-2019)
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Monet Garden - Amarillo
(This article is extracted from Amarillo Living Magazine, Winter 2017 issue)

Amarillo gardeners love a challenge. They can handle the conditions in the semi-arid Texas 
Panhandle. In fact, the Southwest Amarillo Garden Club has built and maintains a copy of Claude 
Monet’s original garden in the mild climate of Giverny, France.

The first Amarillo garden club was formed in 1929. By 1945, the city boasted thirteen garden 
clubs, two from the African American community and a men’s club which met from 1953 to 
1978.

In 1954, the clubs formed the Garden Center in Memorial Park. Soon a common cause united 
them: establishing a building with a larger surrounding area and more accessible accommo-
dations. What better time to unite than the Christmas season?

Each club created Christmas ornaments for a Festival of Trees, and each decorated a club 
tree. Placed at furniture stores around the city, admission to view the trees raised the funds. 
This money was donated to the Garden Center, which later became the Amarillo Botanical 
Gardens, and the building was completed in the fall of 1968. In later years, the Festival of 
Trees was held at the Amarillo Garden Center with the Gardens benefitting from the funds 
raised.

“Around this time several of the clubs folded,” said Becky Reeder, “and formed the South-
west Amarillo Garden Club. Today there are five clubs: the Amarillo Herb Society, the Golden 
Spread Daylily Society, the North Plains Iris Society, the Southwest Amarillo Garden Club and 
the Timbercreek Garden Club.

Becky had retired from teaching sixth grade science for thirty-five years, and five years later 
she became president of the Southwest Amarillo Garden Club (SWAGC). She made it her 
goal to grow the club’s membership, which almost doubled. Each member takes the pledge, 
“as an American, to serve and to faithfully defend from waste, the natural resources of my 
country – its soil and minerals, waters and wildlife.”

SWAGC makes it a point to serve the Amarillo community with gardening expertise and vol-
unteer muscle. SWAGC works closest with the Amarillo Botanical Gardens. Eight members of 
the club help educate more than 1,500 children who visit from all over the area each school 
year. Presentations focus on timely ecological subjects such as the life cycle of butterflies 
and moths, honeybees and other pollinators, parts of plants and plant propagation, tropical 
rainforests, ants, animal diversity in the garden and soil and water conservations.

None of this support of the Amarillo Botanical Gardens would be possible without the en-
ergy and commitment from SWAGC members. Jane Meyers, director of the Garden Center 
from 1979 to 1992, is now a member and volunteer. Recently, a mosaic wall and plaque at 
the Amarillo Botanical Gardens honored her for nearly fifty years of service.

Claude Monet, known as the originator of the impressionist painting movement, lived in 
Giverny, France for forty years. There he created magnificent gardens, which still draw many 
visitors today. These beautiful spaces served to inspire his paintings. The Monet Garden was 
suggested as a project for the SWAGC at the Amarillo Botanical Gardens. 

“We embraced Monet’s landscape design,” said Becky, “and provided donations to purchase 
structures and plants. Club members volunteer hours to weed, deadhead and add new 
plants to keep the Monet Garden looking vibrant.”

Director of Gardens at the Amarillo Botanical Gardens for nine years, Greg Lusk designed 
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Monet Garden (continued)

TGC President’s Project

These aprons, embroidered by President Betty Ed-
wards, sell for $20 each with all proceeds going to 
Texas Garden Clubs. Contact Betty to order:  743 N 
Cedar, Kermit, TX 79745, (432)586-5286, (432)208-
0983, bedwards@classicnet.net.

the space. Extensive research on Monet and his garden prompted Greg to Focus on Monet’s 
Grand Allee, the gravel path leading from his front gate to the house. The Amarillo Botani-
cal Gardens Petit Allee includes a bench like Monet’s and trellises across the path modeled 
on his garden. Monet created a special turquoise green paint for the trellises, which Greg 
worked to copy.

Climate and environment required creativity in choosing different plants than Monet used, 
but the goal was to keep his emphasis on color and shape. Many club members donated 
heirloom iris varieties. Jane Meyers shared an iris originally planted by her mother.

Since the Petit Allee is much shorter than Monet’s Grand Allee, Greg built in some tricks to 
create a sense of depth. The path becomes narrower and the trellises smaller. Even the rocks 
farther along the path are a bit smaller than those at the beginning.

The Monet Garden is one of the most popular spots during Christmas in the Garden. The 
line to take photos at the bench can stretch to as many as fifty people. Many proposals have 
taken place in the Monet Garden during Christmas in the Gardens, and brides have also 
chosen this Garden for their wedding background.

Debra Halliday, a member of SWAGC for twenty-three years, used the Monet Garden to 
nudge members out of their cre-
ative comfort zones. She planned 
a club meeting around painting in 
the Monet Garden.

“There were some groans when 
I announced it,” she said. “People 
said, ‘I’m not artistic,’  ‘I can’t do 
this,’ and ‘There’s no point in com-
ing.’ We used everything from col-
ored pencils to oil paints. Some 
people used a sketchbook on 
their lap. Some used tables.

Not long after the program, Debra 
received an email from a member 
who did choose to attend and was 
glad she did. She said she had suf-
fered a very stressful week and 
being in the garden with time 
for self-expression, “made all the 
stress melt away.”

The challenges of beautifying the 
High Plains don’t scare the mem-
bers of the Southwest Amarillo 
Garden Club. And, with one an-
other’s support, life’s challenges 
don’t scare them either.
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You Can Make a Difference
by Sandra Hall

Hondo Garden Club sent 11 members to Environmental School in January. The club is com-
mitted to Environmental Education, so much so that its theme for the year is: Conserve Now! …
For a Better Tomorrow…

This year the Conservation/Environmental committee members decided to focus on water 
conservation in our Conservation Mini-moment presented at each monthly meeting. It was 
decided that keeping information short and reviewing it often might have more impact, so 
we each chose an aspect of water conservation to be condensed into one short sentence:  
September – Fix the drip; October – Use a lower setting on your dishwasher; November – 
Wash smarter - 5 minute showers and full washers; January – Bring your water with you; Feb-
ruary Group your plants by water requirements; March – Go native - use indigenous plants; 
April – Turn off the faucet while brushing your teeth.

My mini-moment was in September. “Fix the drip.” A faucet or 
shower head that drips 60 drips per minute wastes 5 gallons of 
water a day x 30 = 150 gallons a month. This slogan says it all. 
Put a STOP to the water DROP. Just walk in the desert and you 
will realize the cost of water.”

Fix the Drip was easy to remember, and it came to mind one day 
in November while I was out running my dog as I was riding my 
adult tricycle. We run on a quiet street that is three blocks long 
with a cul-de-sac at each end. There is a fire hydrant at one end 
that has a meter on the hose adapter. There was a drip that I 
hadn’t noticed before. I counted 15 drips in 15 seconds, so I 
knew it was losing five gallons of water every day. I also had 
noticed that a tank truck came to that faucet every morning 
and evening to fill up its tank. The next day I went to the city 
offices where I pay my water bill and reported what I had seen. 
The clerk said she would inform the water department about 
the drip. I watched each day, but nothing changed. 

When the freeze and snow hit in early December, the drip be-
came faster. One Saturday evening as I was running my dog, I 
flagged down a police car that was patrolling and asked him if 
he would report the drip. He said it wasn’t a worry, for the com-
pany getting the water was paying for it, so we weren't losing 
anything. I made it very clear that we were losing a precious 
resource. He said he would report it. Still nothing happened.

In the fourth week of January the drip had turned into a steady 
stream. On my evening run, I stopped to take another picture 
when the tank truck drove up. When the driver got out, I asked 
him if he could turn the faucet off enough to stop the drip. He said, “Ma’am, it doesn’t mat-
ter, we’re paying for the water.” I replied that it does matter. Water is a precious resource, and 
he was wasting it. The dog and I turned and left in a hurry. I was in for a surprise the next 
morning. There was no drip in the faucet. Apparently the little old lady with a “shame on you” 
attitude must have reminded him of a mother or grandmother who had authority, for the 
Drip was Fixed.

Both photos by Sandra Hall
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Visit us at www.espoma.com and join our gardening community 

Your local garden projects and programs provide inspiring opportunities 
that bring neighbors, cultures and generations together to share the 
experience and joy of gardening. As recognition of the valuable resource 
that your club contributes to your community, 20 local garden clubs across 
America will be awarded grants. Recipients will earn up to $250 of Espoma 
Organic Plant Foods & Potting Soils. So be inspired America! Join our effort 
to Plant America Together. Register your garden club today! Sign up at:  
www.espoma.com/garden-clubs. 

Espoma Organic and National Garden Clubs 
Are Partnering To Help Communities 

Espoma. A natural in the garden since 1929.

3 C all purpose flour

1 T sugar

1 tsp salt

1 pkg regular active or fast-acting dry 
yeast

1-1/4 C very warm water (120°F-130°F)

2 T chopped fresh parsley

2 T shortening

1-1/2 tsp chopped fresh or 1/2 tsp dried 
rosemary leaves, crushed

1/2 tsp chopped fresh or 1/4 tsp dried 
thyme leaves

Butter or margarine, softened

Grease bottom and sides of 9x5-inch loaf 
pan with shortening or cooking spray. In 
large bowl, mix 2 cups of the flour, the 
sugar, salt and yeast. Add water, parsley, 
shortening, rosemary and thyme. Beat 

with electric mixer on low speed 1 minute, scrap-
ing bowl frequently. Beat on medium speed 1 
minute, scraping bowl frequently. Stir in remain-
ing 1 cup flour until completely mixed.

Smooth and pat batter into pan, using floured 
hands. Cover; let rise in warm place about 40 
minutes or until dough has doubled in size.

Heat oven to 375°F. Bake 40 to 45 minutes or un-
til loaf sounds hollow when tapped; remove from 
pan to cooling rack. Brush loaf with butter; cool.

Rosemary Batter Bread



10  Lone Star Gardener

Botanical Arts – Pressed Flowers as a Design
by Heather White

The Dallas Flower Show Judges Founders 
Group presented a special workshop at a cost 
of $40 on January 17, 2018, at the Northwood 
Country Club in Dallas. The workshop is their 
“Mary Musick” memorial event held to pro-
mote floral designs. The presenter was Pavlina 
Panova, a fascinating lady that emigrated from 
Bulgaria in 1999, learned English, and lives in 
Irving, TX. She attended college to become a 
degreed artist in 2011 from Northlake College. 
She teaches now and is particularly interested 
in Oshibana which is the art of working with 
pressed plants. She has taught at the Dallas 
Arboretum, and in 2017 won a prestigious 1st 
place award at the Philadelphia Flower Show 
for her work (see photo). She conducted the 
workshop by first by discussing the history and 
process of obtaining the materials needed to 
do Oshibana. She then provided all materials 
(see photo) and the glue to affix the plant ma-
terial to the sheets. Despite freezing tempera-
tures and winter advisories on the day of the 
event, approximately 40 attendees enjoyed ex-
pressing themselves by placing the plant ma-
terial in both naturalistic and abstract forms. 

All were provided with a gorgeous calendar for 2018 featuring some of her work. Following 
the workshop, lunch was provided.

Both photos by Heather White

Herb Butter
1 stick butter (1/2 cup)

2 T or more to taste herbs, your choice of pars-
ley, sage, rosemary, thyme, chop fine

1 clove garlic, crushed well

Put butter into bowl. When soft enough to 
work, add herbs and mix thoroughly. Add 
crushed garlic and mix well. Refrigerate to 
use on bread or vegetables.

Cilantro Lemon Butter
5 oz. butter, softened

1 T lemon juice

1 T grated lemon zest

1 bunch fresh cilantro, snipped fine

1 tsp cumin powder

Blend seasoning with room temperature 
butter. Place in a crock or small bowl, cov-
er and refrigerate until ready to use.
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Conservation at Home
by Cecelia Lussen

Friday’s are “major” laundry days in our home and conservation suggestions include using ½ 
of a dryer sheet for the dryer. I throw a new dryer sheet into the dryer with the previous one 
until it’s practically “see-through.” I then use that “thread bare” sheet to clean the rim of the 
washer tub or around the bleach port. But again that is when I have to use the electric dryer! 
I have one of those renewable solar and wind power drying systems in my backyard. Such a 
place of meditation. 

Another thing we could conserve in our homes are those soap slivers! All it takes is about a 
cup full of grated soap slivers along with about 3 quarts of water and you can make yourself 
some liquid soap. Yes, it does take time to create this – not talking about how long it takes 
to accumulate enough soap slivers – but that’s what conservation is about, making time for 
“careful preservation and protection” of our resources.

And don’t forget toiletries. When you travel, don’t be bashful about scooping up those bath 
items that are in your room. Charities that work with the homeless greatly welcome those 
smaller sizes. My sister-in-law long time ago used to put hers in a basket in her guest bath-
room for guests who had forgotten to bring their own. 

With this cold snap that we had recently, I found pulling out my comforter and snuggling up 
in it to read or watched TV allowed me to turn down the thermostat and maintain a recom-
mended energy savings temperature and still keep us toasty warm. Did you know the first 
known use of the word conservation was in the 14th century?

On Sunday, October 22, 2017, 
District VIII Abilene Garden 
Club member Doris Purcell 
celebrated her 100th birth-
day. The party was hosted by 
her daughters at the Abilene 
Garden Club building beauti-
fully decorated in purple and 
gold. Garden club members 
filled 8 niches with floral de-
signs in her honor. Doris was 
greeted by her family, church 
family, garden club family, 
friends and caregivers. Con-
gratulations, Doris! We love 
you.

Dues are Due!
Clubs can start paying dues May 1

and they are considered late after June 30
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Blue Star Memorial Dedication - Abilene, Texas
On September 11, 2017 at 
10 a.m., the Taylor County 
Courthouse lawn was full:  
Abilene Garden Club mem-
bers, veterans, top city offi-
cials, Abilene residents, TGC 
President Betty Edwards, Dis-
trict VIII director Allison Wat-
kins, TGC Blue Star Memorial 
chairman Gail Wilson, news 
media, and newspaper staff 
had gathered for the dedica-

tion of the Blue Star Memorial marker. 
The marker was dedicated by the 
Abilene Garden Club and the Taylor 
County Commissioner Court and staff.

The ceremony honoring veterans past 
and present was opened with Dyess 
Air Force Base Honor Guard presen-
tation of colors. Taylor County Com-
missioner and veteran Randy Williams 
sang our national anthem, and the in-
vocation was given by chaplin Donna 

Kleman who's a veteran and a gold star family 
member after the loss of her daughter. Taylor 
County Judge Downing A. Bolls, Jr. gave wel-
coming remarks and introduced Abilene Gar-
den Club Blue Star Memorial chairman Cindy 
McNew and Taylor County Commissioner 
Chuck Statler, who each introduced special 
guests and welcomed everyone. 

Gail Wilson delivered a very special dedication, 
and Cindy McNew unveiled the marker and 
presented appreciation certificates to Taylor 
County Judge Bolls and Taylor County court-
house staff member Tamara Lewis, thanking 
them for allowing the marker to be placed at 
the Taylor County courthouse and for all their 

hard work getting the dedication planned. 

Judge Bolls then gave closing remarks and accepted the marker. Judge and veteran Mike 
McAuliffe closed the dedication by playing Taps. Afterwards, Abilene Garden Club members 
treated Betty Edwards, Gail Wilson and their spouses to lunch. 
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New Braunfels’ Historic Landa Park
The site of Landa Park was an important spot for Native Americans for centuries and has 
been the heart of New Braunfels since the mid-1880’s.  A new book exploring the history of 
this site New Braunfels’ Historic Landa Park, Its Springs and Its People was released May 2, 
2016. A book signing was held that day at Landa Haus in Landa Park.  For book purchasing 
information go to http://www.friendsforlandapark.org/newbook.html. It is also on sale on 
Amazon.

The book set can be purchased for $80 and includes New Braunfels’ Historic Landa Park, Its 
Springs and Its People, The Comal Springs of Historic Landa Park and Native American Artifacts 
in Landa Park.  

“We begin from the creation of the springs, millions of years ago, and go on from there, 
chronologically, through 2013,” said Rosemarie Lissner Gregory, co-author of the book with 
Arlene Krueger Seales.  “Landa Park truly is a jewel in our midst.”

Among Landa Park’s many features are the William & Dolores Schumann Arboretum, Landa 
Lake, Founders’ Oak, the spring-fed swimming pool, the German Pioneer Monument by re-
known sculptor Hogo Villa, 
a large playground, picnic 
areas, miniature golf, a minia-
ture train plus Comal Springs, 
the largest springs in the 
American Southwest.

The illustrations in the book 
are by Elizabeth & Channe 
Felton. Many beautiful pho-
tos further enhance its pages.

All proceeds from the book 
sales go to ‘Friends for the Preservation of Historic Landa Park’ (Friends), a 501c3 organiza-
tion, to care for this treasure, Landa Park, the Arboretum and to protect the Comal Springs.

The co-authors worked on in-depth research that included revealing information about the 
formation of Comal Springs, Native Americans at the site, a royal settlement near the springs 
by a German prince, the development of the park by Harry Landa, and many other notewor-
thy social and historic events over the years.

The first legal owner of Comal Springs was Baron de Bastrop. In 1831, ten years following 
Mexico’s Independence, Jaun Martin de Veramendi was awarded five leagues of land. Three 
leagues of the award contained the site that became Landa Park. German Prince Carl of 
Solms-Braunfels was Commissioner General for the Society for the Protection of German 
Immigrants in Texas. The Comal Tract was purchased by Prince Carl from Veramendi’s heirs.

As the book continues it tells the captivating tale of the Joseph Landa’s family, their many 
adventures, and finally in 1897, Landa’s Park. It revealed that initially Landa Park was known 
as the Oasis of Texas. This was followed by Garden Spot of Texas, and then Venice of Texas. 
Since 1936, Landa Park and New Braunfels are known as The Beauty Spot of Texas.

To find out more information about New Braunfels’ Historic Landa Park, Its Springs & Its People 
you can purchase the book set at http://www.friendsforlandapark.org/newbook.html. Be 
prepared for a fascinating story about this unique site that nature has surely blessed.



14  Lone Star Gardener

Environmental School Course 1, January 19-21, 2018
by Heather M. White, M.D.

You may be thinking, she left out the “studies” in Environmental School. That is just one of 
the changes at National Garden Clubs with regards to the Educational Schools. Two schools 
have new names –Gardening School (instead of Gardening Study School) and Environmen-
tal School (instead of Environmental Studies School). National has eliminated the course 
registration fee of $5 to encourage electronic registration of courses as quickly as possi-
ble for all 4 educational schools. Students and refreshing consultants still must pay the $5 
course fee to National and this is sent in at the end of the course. You may access all courses 
on the NGC website, www.gardenclub.org under the schools tab.

ES(S)1 – The Living Earth was held at Old Fort Parker, Groesbeck, Texas, January 19-21, 2018. 
The State Chairman, Pam Grotts, led the course and was an instructor. The other instructors 
were Heather White (TGC member), and Ann Kilgore (local resident very familiar with Wild-
life Management) who presented the field trip information on Wildlife Management. 

The school consists of 4 courses, the Living Earth, Land, Air, and Water. Students receive in-
formation about geology, biology, chemistry, politics, economics, and ethics which are all 
the sciences and humanities that contribute to Environmental Science. Students are given 
information to take home, lectures, and this school also featured some DVDs to help dem-
onstrate lecture topics. A field trip is included in each school, to help demonstrate principles 
from the specific course. 

A special feature of the Texas Garden Club Environmental School is “value added work-
shops”. Students do at least 1 or 2 hands on activities. This school Heather White used re-
cycled rotisserie chicken containers with dome lids to make greenhouse type terrariums 
planting lettuce seeds for microgreens. All attendees were asked to bring a container, and 
Heather provided the soil and seeds. This allowed us to discuss the greenhouse effect and 
the concepts of recycling and planting your own food (see photos). We also had a fabulous 
painting opportunity provided by Sarah McReynolds and Shelia Scgnus from the Hondo GC. 
After layering a special mixture in a paper cup, a small amount of silicone spray was added, 
and then the mixture was poured over a gesso painted canvas. A small torch was used to 

2018 Environmental School 1 - the motley crew
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Joe Valdez Painting Project

Recyling Rotisserie Chicken Containers as Greenhouse Terrariums with (LtoR)
Mary Fran Massena, Judith Boeckner, Renee Blaschke,  

Eleanor Floeck,  and Heather White

Immediate Past President Carol Moore, Former TGC President Sarah 
McReynolds (fixing the projector), and  

Former TGC and NGC President Renee Blaschke

heat and dry it creating impressive 
abstract paintings. The Hondo GC 
had 11 attendees at the school and 
the group put on an environmental 
skit for us with costumes. 

The school takes place at the historic 
site of Old Fort Parker, which is man-
aged by Sarah McReynolds. It is a very 
special place, and is the perfect set-
ting for this school to help celebrate 
nature and the environment. Due to 
the amazing economy of Sarah, at-
tendees are able to afford housing, 
food, and the school for $125. Many 
attendees bring snacks to share. Stu-
dents use recyclable dishware, and 
are encouraged to use energy wisely. 
The school was at capacity with 30 
registered, 29 attending. 

The next course is planned for the 
summer of 2018; dates will be pre-
sented at the Spring Convention. 
Schools may be taken in any order. 
Please think about joining us this 
summer! 

Landscape Design School (continued)

Paving Our Roads 
With Beauty

Have you ever awed over plants 
you've seen, especially along the 
roadsides? These colorful displays in 
roadway mediums, at major intersec-
tions, and along our highways make 
the drive so much more pleasant! 
Not only do these gardens make for 
a more enjoyable drive, they attract 
customers to local businesses and impress out-of-town visitors. It makes a beautiful differ-
ence! NGC encourages garden clubs across America to establish and participate in roadside 
plantings. Find a corner, a church, a post office, entrance to a shopping area, or a roadside 
and make a statement. Add signage with the sponsoring club's name. Advertising doesn't 
hurt and may draw in new members! Look into grants to help fund roadside gardens and 
public plantings. Many state governments provide funding for projects that help beautify 
highways or other public areas. Funding is also available for Blue and Gold Star Memorials. It 
is a wonderful way for garden clubs to honor the men and women who served our country 
in the military. Take the initiative and create a beautiful public garden! [Source: NGC website]
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Landscape Design School - College Station
The Landscape Design School was held recently in College Station on February 26-27, 2018. 
The school, sponsored by the Texas Garden Clubs, Inc, is open to anyone wishing to add to 
their knowledge of Landscape Design. A good group of Texas Garden Club members, master 
gardeners and landscape design professionals attended the two-day event which featured 
many renowned speakers.

Held at the George H. W. Bush Presidential Library, this was the last course in Series XXV and 
there were many students that graduated from the program. When the students finish all 
four courses they receive certification as either a Landscape Design Consultant for garden 
club members or Landscape Design Steward for master gardeners. The nice thing is that you 
can take the courses in any order and still receive the certification.

The next class will be Course I, Series XXVI and will be held on September 24-25, 2018. For 
more information contact Michele Wehrheim at 313-649-1067 or texaslandscapedesign-
school@gmail.com.

Change of Address

Marlene Gillman
Convention Booking Chairman 

Convention Consultant 
Protocol Chairman

3805 Dodge City Drive 
Killeen, TX 76549 

254-628-7762 (unchanged phone)

Local edible gardeners benefit by 
knowing exactly where their food 
came from — their own backyard. Not 
only do edible gardens provide healthy 
fruits and vegetables, an edible gar-
dener can sleep soundly knowing each 
step that went into their growing and 
harvesting their produce because they 
were the ones to do it. Edible gardens 
also give people a reason to get out-
side for some fresh air and vitamin D. 
[Source:  NGC website]
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Spicy Mixed Salad

2 onions, 2 radishes, 2 large carrots, 1 large 
chopped tomato, 1 small head lettuce 
shredded, 1-2 chopped chiles, bunch of 
chopped coriander, salt and pepper, grated 
rind and juice of one lemon

Grate the onions, radishes and carrots and 
place in a large salad bowl. Add remaining 
ingredients and toss together well. Add ex-
tra lemon juice to taste. Serves 4-6.

Melon, Tomato and Mint Salad

This is just as good with lemon balm and 
fresh basil leaves replacing the mint. 

1/2 lb cantaloupe or other melon
1/2 lb firm tomatoes, cut into wedges
1/3 lb cucumber, peeled and grated
1/2 C finely chopped mint
1 C plain yogurt

Cut the melon flesh into balls and cubes 
alternatively. Combine the melon, tomato 
and cucumber in a large salad bowl. Stir the 
mint into yogurt to make a dressing, then 
pour over the salad. Season to taste with 
salt and pepper and garnish the dressed 
salad with mint. Serves 4.

Potato Salad with Dill and Chives

4 medium potatoes 
1 T onion, parsley and chives, chopped 
1 tsp dill seed 
3 T mayonnaise 
1 T cream or plain yogurt 
salt and pepper

Boil the potatoes in their skins until just 
tender. Cool, peel and slice the. Sprinkle on 
the onion, parsley, chives and dill. Blend the 
mayonnaise and cream, season with salt 
and pepper. Add to the potato mixture and 
stir gently. Leave to stand a few hours to 
mingle the flavors. Serves 4.

Parsley and Chive Butter
2 T chopped parsley 
1 T chopped chives 

2 sticks butter, slightly softened 
juice of one lemon 
salt and pepper

Beat the herbs into the butter and then add 
the lemon juice and seasonings. Mix until 
smooth. Chill before serving. Shape in a mold 
if desired. Store in a cool place or freeze in 
an ice-cube tray for pats. Serve with a loaf of 
fresh, crusty bread.

Lemon Balm Cheesecake

Pastry:  1 C all purpose flour, pinch of salt, 4 T 
margarine cut into pieces

Filling:  4 T margarine, 2 T honey, 12 oz. 
cream cheese, 2 eggs beaten, 6 T very finely 
chopped lemon balm.

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F. For the 
pastry, sift the flour and salt into a bowl. Rub 
in the margarine until the mixture resembles 
fine bread crumbs. Add enough water to 
make a soft dough. Roll out to line a 7-inch 
quiche dish. Bake unfilled for 15 minutes.

For the filling, beat the margarine, honey and 
cream cheese together in a bowl until soft 
and creamy. Beat in the eggs and fold in the 
lemon balm. Reduce the oven temperature to 
350 degrees F. Pour the filling into the pastry 
shell. Bake for 45 minutes until the filling is 
set and golden. Serve with whipped cream or 
plain yogurt. Serves 6.

Herb and fruit syrups can be diluted for drinks 
or poured over ice creams and puddings.

Peppermint Syrup

4 C loosely packed peppermint leaves
white sugar
green food coloring (optional)

Place the leaves in a saucepan with just 
enough water to cover. Simmer for 30 min-
utes. Strain through a jelly bag for one hour. 
For each new cup liquid, add one cup of 
sugar. Place the mixture in a pan and simmer 
for 15 minutes. Add food coloring, if desired. 
Bottle, label and date. Or, freeze in convenient 
portions.

Herbal Picnic Suggestions
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All About Form 990-N
Tax-Exempt organizations are required by 
law to file their Form 990 with the Internal 
Revenue Service or risk having their Federal 
tax-exempt status revoked. 

Garden clubs join Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. 
for many reasons, but perhaps one of the 
most important benefits is to be a 501(c)
(3) “non-profit” tax organization. Once certi-
fied as a non-profit club, the member club 
does not have to pay Federal taxes, and the 
designation also helps reduce or eliminate 
many State sales taxes. Texas Garden Clubs, 
Inc. and all of its member organizations– 
the Districts, the clubs, councils, federations 
–must file a Form 990 or e990 to fulfill this 
requirement or risk losing their non-profit 
status. A few clubs had problems because 
they went 3 years without filing and are in 
the painful process of reinstating their Fed-
eral non-profit status. Don’t let this happen 
to your club.

Small tax-exempt organizations with annual 
receipts of $25,000 or less can file an elec-
tronic notice Form 990-N (e-Postcard). This 
asks for a few basic pieces of information 
– your club President’s name and address, 
your club Treasurer’s name and address, and 

the club EIN number (every club has to get 
this number from the IRS when they become 
non-profit). Is your club still in business? 
It shouldn’t take more than 10 minutes to 
answer these simple questions. The IRS site 
may indicate to file these related to your “fis-
cal year” – in general, the TGC, Inc. position 
is to have all clubs file as soon after June 1 
as possible each year. It is very important 
because if your status as a non-profit is lost, 
you may be dropped from TGC rosters, and 
your club would not be able to compete 
in the Awards competition, and the other 
perks that come with being a TGC non-profit 
member would be closed. This is a big deal.

It is possible to recover from revocation of 
your “non-profit” status but it is an expensive 
and time consuming endeavor. The VP Mem-
bership and VP Finance, as well as our head-
quarters staff can be of some assistance, but 
ultimately this is your club’s responsibility. 
You may want to consider changing your by-
laws or Treasurer’s responsibilities to reflect 
the need to file these after June 1 and before 
October 15. The fiscal year for our organiza-
tion ends May 31. [Sources:  www.irs.gov, LSG-Spring 
2015, and the Executive Board, TGC, Inc.]

Heirloom Seed Project – Award of Excellence Winner
Nominated by The Garden Club Federation of Maine Inc., the Heirloom Seed Project at Me-
domak Valley High School www.mvheirloomseedproject.com is the oldest, and one of the 
largest, school-based seed saving programs in the United States. The project took root in 
1991, stemming from a popular school horticulture class that began in the early 1970s.

The Heirloom Seed Project is situated on two acres on the grounds of Medomak Valley High 
School. It includes two greenhouses, a seed bank of over 800 varieties of heirloom seeds col-
lected from local, national and international sources, an online seed exchange catalog de-
veloped and managed by students that provides seeds to people globally, an onsite “living 
history” tree arboretum, a collection of 70 heirloom hosta plants and the newest addition–a 
collection of endangered heritage breed chickens.

“The Heirloom Seed Project was created to teach students how to grow, collect and save 
heirloom seeds, pass down history to the next generation, preserve and promote the bio-
diversity of open-pollinated seeds and learn how to be self-sufficient by producing their 
own food for themselves and in their community,” said Neil Lash, director of Heirloom Seed 
Project. In 2015, the project received a $20,000 grant from Seeds of Change, an organic seed 
and food company. [Source: 2017 NGC Award of Excellence Winner, from NGC website]
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National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

SOUTH CENTRAL REGION 
89th Annual Spring Convention 

“Wonders of the Coastal Prairie” 
Hosted by District IV, TGC, Inc. 

April 27-28,2018 
Marriott Houston North 

255 North Sam Houston Pkwy E, Houston, TX 77060 
(281) 875-4000 

Deadline for reservations 4/12/18 
 

Please print your name as you would like it to appear on your 
name tag. 
 
Name: _______________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip: ________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________________ 
 
Email: _______________________________________ 
 
Garden Club__________________________ 
 
Please UNDERLINE (all that apply): 
Former NGC President, NGC Officer, NGC Chair, NGC 
Committee Member, SCR Officer, SCR Chair, State  
Chair, State Officer, State Chair, District Director, Club 
President, Club Member, Affiliate President, Flower Show 
Judge, Environmental Consultant, Landscape  Consultant, 
Gardening Consultant, State Life Member, Regional Life 
Member, National Life Member, First Time Attendee, Guest 
 
Check payable to: District IV TGC, Inc. 
Mail checks and registration form to: 
Madeleine Rogers, Treasurer, 2002 Sierra 
Kemah, TX. 77565, 281-538-9619 
 
Please mark either a FULL TIME Package 
or items in Registration area: 
 
Full- time package includes: 
Registration fee, Friday night Dinner and Design program; 
Saturday lunch and program Giving Fields; Awards 
Presentation; Work shop “Petite Design” Banquet and 
program from Katy Prairie Conservancy.  
 
EARLY FULL- TIME PACKAGE 
(post marked on or before 4/12/18 $140.00______ 
 
LATE FULL TIME PACKAGE 
(post marked after 4/12/18 $150.00_______ 
NOTE: No refunds on registration after 4/12/18 
 
PART-TIME REGISTRATION 
Registration fee $35.00________ 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, April 27, 2018 
Garden tour Arbor Gate Nursey- private cars; Lunch on your 
own. 
Dinner & Design Program $35.00_______ 
 
Saturday, April 28, 2018 
Luncheon/Program/Awards $ 30.00 ________ 
“Petite Design” Workshop $ 10.00______ 
Banquet & Program $40.00 ________ 
  
TOTAL: ____________ 
 
SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS: 
_________________________________________________ 
HOTEL: 
255 North Sam Houston Pkwy E, Houston, TX 77060, 
(281) 875-4000 
Single or Double Rate:  $99.00 (plus tax). 
Make reservations using the name: SCR or 
South Central Region Conference. 
Deadline for special rate reservations is 4/12/2018 
Complimentary Breakfast for hotel guest 
TIMES AND EVENTS 
Friday, Apr. 27, 2018 
8am-6pm  Registration 
9:15am  Trip to The Arbor Gate (by private cars, Lunch will 
be on your own) 
1:45-2:45pm  Nominating Committee 
3:00-5:00pm  Executive Board Meeting 
7:00pm   Dinner and Design Program by Corrie Ten-Have 

Saturday, Apr. 28, 2018 
8am-4pm  Registration 
Complimentary Breakfast for hotel guest. 
9:30am  Official Opening of Convention 
Noon   Luncheon and Director’s Citations. 
1:00-2pm Program- The Giving Field, by Sharon Begnard 
2:15-3:15pm  Awards Presentation  
3:30-4:30pm  Workshop “Petite Design” 
6:00pm Reception for Regional Director & State Presidents 
7:00pm Banquet and Program-The Katy Prairie Conservancy, 
by Jaime Gonzalez 
 

Liatris spicata ‘Gayfeather’ 
“Wonders of the Coastal Prairie” 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Special group rate for SCR at Houston Marriott North for $99 per night.

Book your group rate for South Central Region. 
Last day to book:  April 13, 2018

SCR 89th Annual Convention - “Wonders of the Coastal Prairie”
April 27-28, 2018 

Marriott Houston North, Houston, TX 
(281) 875-4000
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In Memory of
past president of the

District III Flower Show Judges Council

– Naomi Marksbury –
Master National Flower Show Judge

Greatly missed by all her friends

In Memory of

Carolyn Elizabeth Huchton
Past President and Life Member of

El Dedon Verde Garden Club

Celebrating

70 Years
of ‘Growing Green’  

1947-48 through 2017-18

Devine Garden Club 
Devine, Texas

District X Honors

– David Coughran – 
husband of District X Director Carol Coughran

 – Jim Young – 
husband of first District X Director Tina Young

– Arthur Binion Amerson – 
2014 District X Garden Club Member of the Year

Tri-County Diggers 
Celebrate 25th Year

by Loraine Kuehn

Tri-County Diggers Garden Club in District 
IV celebrated 25 years in 2017. The club was 
organized in April of 1992 with a group of 
10 ladies and by the September meeting, 
there were 15 members (the club limit is 
25).  It was not long before the club had 25 
members which we kept for a long time with 
members coming, going, and coming back.

The club currently has 18 members. Our an-
niversary celebration was held at the Bedias 
Civic Center with beautiful silver decorations 
prepared by club member Gena Hinds. Un-
fortunately, Ann Korenek, President of the 
Houston Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc., 
Mary Vacek, past president of HFGC, Sarah 
McReynolds, past President of TGC, Inc., Bob-
bie Mason, TGC Pocket Gardens, and Susan 
Childers, Leaf and Petal Garden Club, Jasper, 
were kept from attending due to the freez-
ing weather.  

Tri-County Diggers’ monthly meetings in-
clude speakers, workshops, tours and com-
munity services. We attend and support 
Brookwood during their Christmas program 
each year. We also support local nursing 
homes and the Hospitality House in Hunts-
ville, Texas.

New Chairman

We have a new Chairman of Environmen-
tal Schools  — Heather White. We thank 
Pam Grotts for her past work in this po-
sition, and welcome Heather to her new 
position.

Pollinators

For information about nourishing polli-
nators in late winter/early spring, see the 
Xerces Society’s list of bee-friendly plants 
at xerces.org.
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Calendar 2018-2019
Texas Garden Clubs, Inc.    |    (817) 332-6602    |    tgcoffice@aol.com

NGC Events May 20-24 – NGC Spring Convention at Loews Hotel in Philadelphia, PA
June 4-10 – National Garden Week

SCR Events April 27-29 - SCR Spring Convention at the Marriott Houston North, 
Houston

TGC Events
April 9-12 – TGC Spring Convention, Hilton Garden Inn off Rosedale in the 

Medical District in Ft. Worth, Jodi Zambino, Chair, sold@jodizambino.
com

Schools

June 6-7 – Garden Study School Course IV in Houston, Cheryl Lenert, Chair
June 13-14 – Environmental School Course 2-Land, Old Fort Parker, 

Groesbeck, Heather White, Chair
September 18-20 – Flower Show School II, The Buckingham on Woodway, 

Houston, TX (a senior independent retirement community) – Mary Vacek 
Co-Chairman, bvacek@aol.com

September 24-25, 2018 – Landscape Design School Series XXVI, Course I, 
contact Diane Perez at dmperez@hal-pc.org

October 21-23 – Flower Show Judges Symposium, San Antonio Garden 
Center, San Antonio

January 4-6, 2019 – Environmental School Course 3-Air, Old Fort Parker, 
Groesbeck, Heather White, Chair

January 17-19, 2019 – Flower Show School III in Houston
September 23-24, 2019 – Landscape Design School, Series XXVI, Course III
February 25-26, 2019 – Landscape Design School Series XXVI, Course II
September 17-19, 2019 – Flower Show School IV

Districts

March 1 – District IX Spring Meeting at the El Paso Country Club
March 1 – District X Spring Convention at San Antonio Garden Center in 

San Antonio
March 8-9 – District III Spring Convention in Jefferson
March 21 – District VII Spring Convention at San Antonio Garden Center in 

San Antonio, contact Cecelia Lussen at lussencal@att.net
March 22 – District II Spring Convention at Global Spheres Center in 

Denton hosted by Garden Culture Club
March 22-23 – District VIII Convention in San Angelo, contact Allison 

Watkins at aewatkins@ag.tamu.edu
April 24 – District IX Field Trip – El Dedon Verde GC, “Queen Bee Honey 

Farm”
May 4 – District VI Spring Convention in Harlingen at the Golden Palms
June 5 – District III Central Zone Summer Workshop in Kilgore
June 6 – District III Southern Zone Summer Workshop
June 6 – Incoming club president’s meeting, SA Garden Center, San 

Antonio - open to all incoming presidents and treasurers, 9:30 am-noon. 
Catered box lunch. Contact Cecilia Lussen, lussencal@att.net.

June 7 – District III Northern Zone Summer Workshop in Mt. Pleasant
October 9 – District II Fall Convention, hosted by Bridgeport GC, contact 

Barbara Bateman, bateman4242@yahoo.com
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From Your Headquarters
We gratefully accept your contributions received from November 1, 2017 through March 6, 2018.

ENDOWMENT FUNDS – BLASCHKE LAND-
SCAPE: Smithville GC; Judges Advanced GC; 
Bridgeport GC; Bluebonnet GC – Brenham; 
DURRETT ENDOWMENT: Judges Advanced 
GC; Far Corners GC; ENDOWMENT FUND: 
Smithville GC; Judges Advanced GC; Browning 
Community GC; San Angelo GC; Giddings GC; 
Hondo GC; Bluebonnet GC – Brenham; Schul-
enberg GC; Far Corners GC; SIMMERS ENDOW-
MENT: Judges Advanced GC; San Angelo GC;

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS – BRUNDRETT SCHOL-
ARSHIP: Newton GC; HENDY SCHOLARSHIP: 
Joyce Hendy; SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Judges Ad-
vanced GC; Plano GC; Browning Community 
GC; Hondo GC; Comal GC; Bridgeport GC; Lake 
Worth GC; Waverly Park GC; Terrell Heights GC; 
Bluebonnet GC – Brenham; El Dedon Verde GC; 
Brookhaven GC; Far Corners GC; Poise ‘N Ivy 
GC; Land ‘O Lakes GC; DOTTIE SIVESS SCHOL-
ARSHIP FUND: Jean Mills; Azalea GC – Tyler; 

HEADQUARTERS FUNDS – AWARDS YOUTH: 
Jean Mills; Judges Advanced GC; Hondo GC; 
Brookhaven GC; Land ‘O Lakes GC; A&M GC; 
AWARDS ADULT: Judges Advanced GC; Land 
‘O Lakes GC; BUILDING MAINTENANCE: Judges 
Advanced GC; Plano GC; Hondo GC; Bridge-
port GC; Poise ‘N Ivy GC; Lake Worth GC; Wa-
verly Park GC; Rainbow GC; Bluebonnet GC – 
Brenham; El Dedon Verde GC; Brookhaven GC;  
Denton Council of GC; Dallas Council of GC; 
Frisco Garden Club; Lake Country Wildflowers 
GC; OFFICE EXPENSE FUND: Judges Advanced 
GC; Poise ‘N Ivy GC; Newton GC; Brookhaven 
GC; Land ‘O Lakes GC; Grapevine GC; Frisco 
Garden Club; HEADQUARTERS LANDSCAPE / 
WILDSCAPE / POCKET GARDENS: Judges Ad-
vanced GC; San Angelo GC; Garden Culture 
Club; Bridgeport GC; Giddings GC; Poise ‘N Ivy 
GC; Lake Worth GC; Waverly Park GC; Newton 
GC; Bluebonnet GC – Brenham; Dallas Coun-
cil of GC; Frisco Garden Club; LIBRARY FUND:  
Bluebonnet GC – Brenham; TGC Spendable: 
Dogwood GC – Palestine, in Honor of Carol 
Moore; TGC Air Conditioner Fund: Dana Se-
rafine; Live Oak Village GC; Beeville GC;

GENERAL FUNDS – FRIENDSHIP BOOK: 

Browning Community GC; Bluebonnet GC – 
Brenham; MEMORIAL BOOK: Joyce Cochran in 
Memory of David Coughran, husband of Carol 
Coughran; SILVER BOOK: Lake Country Wild-
flowers GC, Honoring Olga Woodard; GOLD 
BOOK: Frisco Garden Club, Honoring Vivian 
Stark McCallum;

PRESIDENTS BOOK – DISTRICT I: Judges Ad-
vanced Garden Club, Honoring Irene Jensen; 
DISTRICT IV: Southampton GC, Honoring 
Joanne King; Bluebonnet GC – Brenham, Hon-
oring Debi Meschwitz; Far Corners GC, Hon-
oring Cheryl Lenert; DISTRICT V: Smithville 
GC, Honoring Barbara Kayton; Smithville GC, 
Honoring Kim Kramer; Browning Community 
GC, Honoring Debbie Burrows; Giddings GC, 
Honoring Eleanor Floeck; Temple GC, Honor-
ing Mary Wenberg; A&M GC, Honoring Heather 
White; DISTRICT VII: Comal GC, Honoring Van-
da Babich; Hondo GC, Honoring Estella Boone; 
DISTRICT VIII: San Angelo GC, Honoring Allison 
Watkins; DISTRICT X: Plano GC, Honoring Cathy 
Westmoreland; Rainbow GC, Honoring Stan 
Aten;

CONTRIBUTING PROJECTS – ARBOR DAY 
FUND: Judges Advanced Garden Club; Brown-
ing Community GC; Bridgeport GC; Waverly 
Park GC; The Woodlands GC; Bluebonnet GC 
– Brenham; Far Corners GC; Land ‘O Lakes GC; 
BIRDSEED FUND: Bridgeport GC; Bluebonnet 
GC – Brenham; Frisco Garden Club; A&M GC; 
BROOKWOOD: Judges Advanced Garden Club; 
; Giddings GC; Poise ‘N Ivy GC; Hondo GC; The 
Woodlands GC; Brookhaven GC; Far Corners 
GC; Dallas Council of GC; Frisco Garden Club; 
A&M GC; BROOKWOOD in GEORGETOWN:  
Hondo GC; CAMP TYLER: Lake Worth GC; Hon-
do GC; Bluebonnet GC – Brenham; GARDENS AT 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY: A&M GC; GRAPEVINE 
BOTANICAL GARDEN: Hondo GC; HURRICANE 
HARVEY RELIEF FUND: Shepherd of the Hills 
G.C. , Blue Eye, Missouri; Sope Creek G.C., Mari-
etta Georgia; Hondo GC; KEYSTONE HERITAGE 
PARK: Hondo GC; El Dedon Verde GC; LIBRARY: 
Bluebonnet GC – Brenham; NATURAL DISAS-
TER: Judges Advanced Garden Club; Plano GC; 
Sope Creek GC – Marietta Georgia; Hondo GC; 
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Bluebonnet GC – Brenham; Frisco Garden Club; 
NATURE CONSERVANCY OF TEXAS: Judges Ad-
vanced Garden Club; Bridgeport GC; Poise ‘N 
Ivy GC; Hondo GC; The Woodlands GC; Blue-
bonnet GC – Brenham; Grapevine GC; RIVER-
SIDE NATURE CENTER: Hondo GC; Bluebonnet 

GC – Brenham; Frisco Garden Club; SEEDS FOR 
LIFE: Judges Advanced Garden Club; Devine 
GC; Southampton GC; Lake Worth GC; Hondo 
GC; Bluebonnet GC – Brenham; Grapevine GC; 
Frisco Garden Club; A&M GC; TEXAS A&M FOR-
ESTRY SERVICE: Hondo GC; Frisco Garden Club;

From Your Headquarters (continued)

Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. MISSION STATEMENT         Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. promotes the love of gardening, floral 
design, horticulture, civic responsibilities, landscaping, environmental concerns, and garden therapy for men, women, 
and children and encourages participation and support in educational programs for both the very young and advanced 
students. It is the purpose of this organization to preserve, protect, and conserve the natural resources of this country and 
to maintain and enhance the beauty of the lands.

Celebrate National Garden Week 
June 3-9, 2018

National Garden Week offers many possibilities to promote National Garden Clubs' ob-
jectives of beautification, gardening and environmental efforts. Many NGC members cel-
ebrate National Garden Week by providing gardening education and other services that 
foster a sense of pride in their communities. The week also is a wonderful opportunity to 
recruit new members, as well as encourage the general public to join in these efforts.

There are many ways you can promote National Garden Club Week. Make your plans now, 
so that your garden club can involve as many of your members as possible. NGC National 
Garden Week posters are beautiful and may be displayed at any event and project. Down-
load a poster at www.gardenclub.org. Here are some ideas to consider:

• Plan an educational program at the public library and/or garden center.  

• Plan a workshop at a public garden or garden center.  This can be a hands-on workshop.

• Host a garden tour.  This is a great time to share our gardens with our neighbors and community.  Share 
your knowledge of growing, while sharing ideas,  Provide handouts on your garden club to potential 
members.

• Plan an activity with a school classroom or youth groups, such as the Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts.  You might 
plan an activity to help a Girl School troop earn the NGC Native Plant patch.

• Plan a workday to beautify a new or existing area in your community.  This would be an opportunity to 
work with other groups.

• Provide a floral arrangement or plant, place with a poster, at your local city hall, US Post Office, nursing or 
assisted-living home or other public facility.

• Plant container gardens at welcome centers, public buildings or a location where they will enhance an 
area.  Make plans on how your garden club will provide ongoing maintenance.

National Garden Clubs landscape, environmental and gardening study consultants, as a 
council or individual, are encouraged to plan a program, workshop or activity to share 
their knowledge. Publicity is a key factor in promoting National Garden Week. Download 
the National Garden Week Proclamation for the NGC website and invite your local mayor 
to sign it.  This provides a wonderful photo opportunity for your local newspaper. Also 
share National Garden Week photos of events and activities with your local media. And be 
sure to send them for publication in the Lone Star Gardener. Members love to see what 
other garden clubs are doing.
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