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President’s Message
Moving into the year 2019, I would like to welcome each and 

every member to the 91st year of the Texas Garden Clubs. I 

have thoroughly enjoyed presiding over and working with 

such a lovely group of people. As we finish up 2018, I can’t 

help but to reflect on everything we’ve accomplished and 

experienced this year, and I am looking forward to all that 

the new year offers. 

Thinking back on our successes reminds me to offer sincere 

thanks for everyone who contributed to the Apron Fund-

raiser, so thank you to everyone who ordered aprons and 

helped to promote the fundraiser. If anyone or any clubs 

would still like to order aprons, the fundraiser will continue 

until June 1,  2019. I would also like to thank my district, District I, for the love and support 

these past two years. It was my honor to represent you all as President of the Texas Garden 

Clubs. 

As we step into 2019, there are many events to look forward too, most notably, the Spring 

Convention season. First up we have the District I Spring Convention that will be held on 

March 7th in Odessa, TX. Next on the calendar, we head to El Paso, TX for the Texas Garden 

Clubs Spring Convention, April 1st through the 4th. Finally, don’t forget to mark your calen-

dars for the South Central Region Spring Convention on April 12-13 in Oklahoma City, OK 

and the National Garden Clubs Spring Convention in Biloxi, MS to be held April 28th through 

May 3, 2019.  

I wish you each blessings for the new year and hope to see you all at one event or another. 

I borrowed a little tidbit from Lyda Smith, District I Director. She wrote, soon we will see the 

bulbs burst through the soil, awaking from their winter rest to show us their brilliant color. 

Don’t forget, Plant America, Sewing Seeds the Texas Way. 

 ~ Betty Edwards

Betty Edwards
TGC President (2017-2019)

Plant America, “Sowing Seeds the Texas Way”

President’s Travel Schedule
District IV Spring Convention ................. Hallettsville ..............................February 28, 2019 
District I Spring Convention ................... Odessa .......................................March 6, 2019 
District III Spring Convention ................. Texarkana..................................March 14-15, 2019 
TGC Spring Convention ............................ El Paso ........................................April 1-4, 2019 
SCR Convention .......................................... Oklahoma City, OK ................April 12-13, 2019 
NGC Convention ......................................... Biloxi, Mississippi ...................April 29-May 2, 2019
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National Garden Clubs, Inc.
The year 2019 is the 75th Anniversary of Smokey Bear’s cre-
ation. Often when something has been in existence for this 
long, we don’t remember all the details of how or why it was 
developed. I know I didn’t realize the original intent until I vis-
ited the Smokey Bear Historical Park in Capitan, New Mexico 
last fall. In all the years that I have been a member of a gar-
den club, I have never known all of the history about Smokey 
Bear. I thought it was an ad campaign by the US Forest Ser-
vice to help prevent forest fires/wildfires. I had no idea that 
there were two versions of Smokey – a drawing and a real 
bear. 

In 1944, Smokey Bear was created as the symbol for the US 
Forest Service to ask American citizens to prevent wildfires in 
our forests, as the wood was needed for World War II efforts. 
This concern became very real in the spring of 1942 when 
Japanese submarines surfaced near the coast of Santa Bar-

bara, California, and fired shells that exploded on an oil field, very close to the Los Padres 
National Forest. Fear grew that shells exploding in the forests of the Pacific Coast would 
ignite numerous raging wildfires. Communities had to deal with wildfires, as the men and 
experienced firefighters were deployed in the war. Protection of forests became a matter 
of national importance. The idea was formulated that if people could be urged to be more 
careful, perhaps some of the fires could be prevented.

Initially, Smokey was an artist’s conception – a drawing for a public information campaign. 
On August 9, 1944, the creation of Smokey Bear was authorized by the Forest Service; and 
the first poster was delivered on October 10 by artist Albert Staehle. The poster, shown on 
the right, depicted a bear pouring a bucket of water on a campfire.

In the spring of 1950, there was a major wildfire in the Capitan Mountains of New Mexico. As 
the crews battled to contain the blaze, they received a report of a lone bear cub seen wan-
dering near the fire line. They hoped that the mother bear would return for him. Soon, about 
30 of the firefighters were caught directly in the path of the firestorm and survived by lying 
face down on a rockslide for over an hour as the fire burned past them.

Nearby, the little cub had taken refuge in a tree that became completely charred, escaping 
with his life but also badly burned paws and hind legs. The crew removed the cub from the 
tree, and a rancher among the crew agreed to take him home. A New Mexico Department of 
Game and Fish ranger heard about the cub when he returned to the fire camp. He drove to 
the rancher’s home to help get the cub on a plane to Santa Fe, where his burns were treated 
and bandaged.

News about the little bear spread swiftly througout New Mexico. Soon, the United Press and 
Associated Press broadcast his story nationwide, and many people wrote and called, asking 
about the cub’s recovery. The state game warden wrote to the chief of the Forest Service, of-
fering to present the cub to the agency as long as the cub would be dedicated to a conserva-
tion and wildfire prevention publicity program. The cub was soon on his way to the National 
Zoo in Washington, D.C., becoming the living symbol of Smokey Bear.

He received so many letters that he had to have his own zip code. He remained at the zoo 
until his death in 1976, when he was returned to his home to be buried at the Smokey Bear 

Nancy L. Hargroves
NGC President (2017-2019)

“Plant America”
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National Garden Clubs, Inc. (continued)

South Central Region
Rebirth, renewal, regrowth – these are the words we typi-
cally associate with spring, and for good reason. It’s also 
a time for our organization to install new club and state 
officers for the next term. As we congratulate those tak-
ing new positions, let us not forget to thank those out-
going members for their service. Because of those dedi-
cated individuals, we continue to have our garden clubs.                                                                                                                             
This time of year is when we begin planning for our district 
meetings and state conventions. We get the opportunity to 
hear wonderful speakers, and have hands on workshops to 
continue our knowledge and love for gardening. All four of 
our states are having their annual state conventions in April, 
so my travel schedule will be a bit challenging. 

The South Central Region Convention will be April 12 -13, 
2019 immediately following the Oklahoma Garden Clubs 
Spring Convention in Oklahoma City. If you go onto the scrgardenclub.org website you 
will see the registration form on the home page. Simply click on the purple box and you can 
print the form. You can also click on the blue letters; Hilton Garden Inn Bricktown Hotel and 
it will take you to the site to book your room. Remember to mention SCR Annual Convention 
April 2019 for the special group rate when you call or book online. I can tell you this con-
vention will be “Plantastic” and one you will not want to miss! Information of the speakers, 
hands-on workshop was in our December issue of The Communicator and will again be in 
the March issue. We will have the Gardener’s Market General Store again but with plants of-
fered for sale. Other activities will include: a hands-on work shop where you will get tips on 
how to travel with plants and you will get to make a kokedama which is a popular garden-
ing trend right now; A streetcar day pass taking us to Myriad Gardens and Bricktown shops; 
the SCR Awards Ceremony; Installation of the 2019-2021 Officers; along with other special 
surprises for everyone. So I look forward to seeing you there!

Isabel Olsen 
SCR Director (2017-2019)

Historical Park in Capitan, New Mexico, where he continues to be a wildfire prevention leg-
end. As a garden club member, you probably know who Smokey the Bear is. Have you ever 
stopped to consider if the youth that you are encouraging to enter the Smokey Bear Poster 
Contest know who he is, or know what he stands for or lives near a forest? There isn’t a video 
game to teach them. The complete history of Smokey is on the Smokey Bear website: www.
smokeybear.com/en.

Whether or not your club participates in the Smokey Bear Poster Contest, a discussion about 
Smokey can lead to many topics: US history, wildfire prevention, conservation, and the en-
vironment. Smokey himself was created to meet a need during a major war in our coun-
try’s history. The topic of preventing wildfires is still very relevant to discuss with youth. The 
devasting wildfires in California in November 2018 were the leading stories in the national 
news. Not only was this event an opportunity to talk about how people can cause a wild-
fire but also an opportunity to talk about conserving our natural resources, environmental 
concerns of water issues and meteorological/temperature changes of our planet that affect 
these natural disasters now and in the future. Congratulations, Smokey! You’re still relevant 
75 years later.
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Environmental Thinking Requires a  
Change in Thinking

by Sandra Hall

As I watched many heavy trucks go by on the highway, I composed a haiku.

Extract Resources 
Earth is just a money pit 
Why aren’t we alarmed

I took a refresher course at the TGC En-
vironmental School in January, 2019, 
at Old Fort Parker near Groesbeck, 
Texas, chaired by Sarah McReynolds. 
Our first session outlined the top 25 
environmental concerns we now 
face. Five of the concerns are in the 
TGC Conservation Pledge which says, 
“I pledge to protect and conserve the 
natural resources of the planet earth 
so we may become caretakers of our 
air, water, forest, land, and wildlife.” 
The concerns are real and will require 
all of us to do some deep thinking. Changes have to start at the local level, and we, as garden 
club members, can be instruments of change. We must become ever mindful of nature. We 
can provide leadership through educational programs and by setting an example. Here are 
areas to explore, for we must change our way of thinking.

 Compression Thinking  Do better using less with no toxic emissions. Find ways that 
make using less more satisfying.

 Heed Warnings Thinking  Pay serious attention to the effects of our consumptive life-
style. Anticipation Thinking What are the consequences of my 
actions on nature? For example, do I poison benefactors?

 Nature Thinking  Work with nature rather than fight it. Think Organic.

 Growth Thinking  Think in reverse. Learn how simple living can be more 
satisfying.

 Emendation Thinking  Think of ways to amend our errors of the past. Regenerate 
rather than degenerate nature.

In the end, conquering nature is an illusion. The consequences are not what we thought 
they would be. Work with nature, and it will reward you.

Best Lemonade Ever
1 3/4 cups white sugar
8 cups water
1 1/2 cups lemon juice

[Allrecipes.com]

In a small saucepan, combine sugar and 1 cup water. 
Bring to boil and stir to dissolve sugar. Allow to cool 
to room temperature, then cover and refrigerate until 
chilled. Remove seeds from lemon juice, but leave pulp. 
In pitcher, stir together chilled syrup, lemon juice and 
remaining 7 cups water.
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Happy Birthday Violet Crown Garden Club!
The Violet Crown Garden Club of Austin, Texas, celebrated its' 95th anniversary in February 
2019. Founded in 1924, by Clara Driscoll, the club became affiliated with the National Gar-
den Inc. in 1928.

The Club was very instrumental in sowing the seed money to build the present garden cen-
ter at Zilker Botanical Garden. Because of this, the garden clubs in Austin have full access of 
the building for meetings and flower shows.

Violet Crown Garden Club is known best for its Flower Shows that are done twice a year; 
once in the fall and once in the spring AND for its' many talented designers. We can boast of 
two National Presidents; Renee Blaschke and June Wood (and author of several Design pub-
lications) that were members. Along with a Mardi Gras style celebration in February, Harriet 
Houston was honored for her membership of over 50 years.

Violet Crown Garden Club continues to grow and achieve their goals in spite of the chal-
lenges of a growing  city and community.

Ways and Means Project
This double fleece throw (left) is one of a 
kind and there is a limited supply. It mea-
sures approximately 5 feet by 3-1/2 feet.

$20 each

contact Linda Jean Brown
LJBrown3264@windstream.net

(903) 478-3264
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Night Blooming Plants 
by Allison Watkins, County Extension Agent – Horticulture, Tom Green County

While gardening is more of a morning and daytime hobby, many homeowners like to enjoy 
the fruits of their labors in the yard by relaxing outside in the evening. So, though it’s nice 
to be out doing the work in the morning when it’s cool, don’t forget to include features in 
the landscape that look good at night. Colorful flowers may be vibrant and look great in the 
sunlight, but they don’t really show up in the dark; one way to increase night-time landscape 
interest is to include plants that have light-colored and white blooms. White flowers will 
reflect moonlight and really pop at night.  Whether it’s just for sitting on the porch for some 
fresh evening air, or hosting a cookout or evening party, be sure to include white flowers in 
the yard for the best night-time effect.

Another way to amp-up the curb appeal at night is to have good 
landscape lighting, but white flowers are the best bet for being 
noticeable at night. Some examples of white flowering plants 
that do well in the area include blackfoot daisy, white lantana, 
white salvia, ducher rose, and sweet autumn clematis (which 
has a lovely fragrance in the evening). Pale colored foliage is also 
good at standing out at night, and powis castle artemesia is a 
good option for a large sprawling-form foliage plant that has sil-
ver colored leaves.

There are also some plants that only bloom in the evening and 
night time, and it’s good to include some of those as well. The 
moonflower vine, for example, is related to the well-known morn-
ing glory but while the morning glory blooms early in the day, the moonflower vine flowers 
open up in the late afternoon and evening.

The bush moonflower is another good option that is easy to grow, and while it has a similar 
name to the moonflower vine, the bush and vine moonflowers are not in the same plant 
family. Bush moonflowers are very poisonous so don’t plant if there is a concern of small 
children or pets accidentally chewing on the plant. It is large and reseeds itself readily, so 
choose a good spot that has plenty of room and be aware that it can spread easily and 
possibly get out of control. Tie paper sacks around seed pods before they mature to reduce 
the number of seedlings that come up around the plant, and to be able to share seeds with 
others if desired.

White Lantana

Dues are Due!
Clubs can start paying 

dues May 1
and they are considered 

late after June 30

In Loving Memory of

EdWinnie McWhirter
a wonderful friend and 
dedicated member of 
Hondo Garden Club 

Hondo, TX
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Spring Vegetable Gardening
by Allison Watkins, County Extension Agent – Horticulture, Tom Green County

While it’s certainly easy enough to buy just about any kind of fruit or vegetable that’s desired 
at the grocery store, there is something to be said for growing food at home. A home veg-
etable garden, whether a large garden plot or a simple few containers, is a wonderful way to 
get delicious food and great satisfaction from the effort. Working out in the garden is a good 
source of exercise, fresh air, and sunshine; and while gardening is a challenge in the west 
Texas climate, it’s definitely possible with some knowledge and good planning.

The first step is soil improvement. If planting in the ground, the most important task is the 
addition of compost; will greatly improve success with growing vegetables. Till up the plot, 
apply a three-inch deep layer of high quality, finished compost, and till in well.  If growing in 
pots or containers, use only potting mix – not real soil or bags called ‘garden soil.’ 

After preparing the soil, install drip irrigation. Drip irrigation is the best option for water-
ing vegetables since it applies the water to the soil, where it’s needed, and doesn’t damage 
plants by spraying on them repeatedly. Then plant the vegetables, and apply a three to four-
inch-deep layer of wood mulch. Mulch will greatly reduce the most common frustration of 
vegetable gardening – weeds. But it needs to be deep enough to have an impact on weed 
populations. If starting vegetables from seed, wait until after the seeds emerge to apply 
mulch.

Vegetables grow vigorously and produce best with steady, even watering as well as light, 
frequent applications of fertilizer. Timing of planting is also important, for spring planting 
focus on warm season crops like tomatoes, melons, squash and peppers. It’s too late to start 
cool season crops like lettuce, carrots, and spinach. For growing guides for the various home 
vegetable crops, visit the website http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/vegetable/ and 
check out the ‘Easy Gardening Fact Sheets.’

Beyond the broad choice of crop selection, or which vegetables will be grown, selection of 
specific varieties can also help improve success. For example, tomatoes are difficult to grow 
in summer because they don’t make fruit well at high temperatures. So while large, heirloom 
tomatoes are delicious they won’t produce well when it’s warm. Improved varieties that were 
developed for hotter temperatures will produce better in Texas – such as the variety ‘Tycoon.’

Environmental School was held at Old Fort Parker - Groesbeck, TX.  Thirty-six signed up to take the third class. If you’re interested in 
attending the next Environmental School, it will be held in the summer. More information will be available as it gets closer to the time.
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Form 990-N — What You Should Know
Tax-Exempt organizations are required by 
law to file their Form 990 with the Internal 
Revenue Service or risk having their Federal 
tax-exempt status revoked. 

Garden clubs join Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. 
for many reasons, but perhaps one of the 
most important benefits is to be a 501(c)
(3) “non-profit” tax organization. Once certi-
fied as a non-profit club, the member club 
does not have to pay Federal taxes, and the 
designation also helps reduce or eliminate 
many State sales taxes. Texas Garden Clubs, 
Inc. and all of its member organizations– 
the Districts, the clubs, councils, federations 
–must file a Form 990 or e990 to fulfill this 
requirement or risk losing their non-profit 
status. A few clubs had problems because 
they went 3 years without filing and are in 
the painful process of reinstating their Fed-
eral non-profit status. Don’t let this happen 
to your club.

Small tax-exempt organizations with annual 
receipts of $25,000 or less can file an elec-
tronic notice Form 990-N (e-Postcard). This 
asks for a few basic pieces of information 
– your club President’s name and address, 
your club Treasurer’s name and address, and 

the club EIN number (every club has to get 
this number from the IRS when they become 
non-profit). Is your club still in business? 
It shouldn’t take more than 10 minutes to 
answer these simple questions. The IRS site 
may indicate to file these related to your “fis-
cal year” – in general, the TGC, Inc. position 
is to have all clubs file as soon after June 1 
as possible each year. It is very important 
because if your status as a non-profit is lost, 
you may be dropped from TGC rosters, and 
your club would not be able to compete 
in the Awards competition, and the other 
perks that come with being a TGC non-profit 
member would be closed. This is a big deal.

It is possible to recover from revocation of 
your “non-profit” status but it is an expensive 
and time consuming endeavor. The VP Mem-
bership and VP Finance, as well as our head-
quarters staff can be of some assistance, but 
ultimately this is your club’s responsibility. 
You may want to consider changing your by-
laws or Treasurer’s responsibilities to reflect 
the need to file these after June 1 and before 
October 15. The fiscal year for our organiza-
tion ends May 31. [Sources:  www.irs.gov, LSG-Spring 
2015, and the Executive Board, TGC, Inc.]

Town and Country GC — Blue Star Memorial Marker
Lorene Halfmann, Town and Country Garden GC

On Tuesday morning, November 6, 2018, a large group gathered on the Coleman County 
Courthouse lawn in Coleman, Texas, for the TGC Blue Star Memorial dedication ceremony. 
Present at the ceremony were members of the Coleman Town and Country Garden Club, vet-
erans, top county and city officials, District VIII Director Allison Watkins, District VIII Memorial 
Chairman Cindy McNew, news media, and other guests. The beautiful marker was dedicated 
to pay tribute to past, present, and future members of the military, and was made possible 
by Texas Garden Clubs District VIII, Town and Country Garden Club and the Coleman County 
Commissioner’s Court.  

Randy Turner, Executive Director of the Coleman Chamber of Commerce, served as Master 
of Ceremonies for the event. Presentation of colors was handled by Colonel Steve Shinkle, 
Master Sergeant Ron Deos and the Abilene Cooper High School ROTC Color Guard, and 
the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jane Padgitt, Town and Country Garden Club Blue Star 
Memorial Chairman. The invocation was given by Dr. Chas Shira of the Coleman First Bap-
tist Church. Randy Turner introduced guests and officials present, and then recognized the 
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Town and Country GC - Blue Star Memorial Marker (continued)

The Mason Garden Club recently presented the librarian of the Mason County M. Beven Eckert Memorial Library with a copy of the
NGC book, The Saved Seed.  The club also presented a copy of the book to each of the local libraries. Shown above (L-R) are:  Shelia 

Durflinger, Mary K. Draper, Kathy Kerr, Ceverene Lackey, Henrietta Keener, Patti Grote, librarian; Sherie Clarkson, Sue Gierisch, Laura 
Hansen, Penny Peterson and Maribelle Hoerster.

Mason Garden Club Presents NGC Book

many veterans in attendance by having them state their 
name and their branch and time of service. A military trib-
ute was given by Judge Robert Nash, Justice of the Peace, 
also a retired veteran. The history of the Blue Star Memorial 
Marker was read, and then Lorene Halfmann and Caroline 
Skelton, garden club memorial committee members, un-
veiled the marker. Nan Markland, also a committee member, 
dedicated the marker. It was accepted by Coleman County 
Judge Billy Bledsoe on behalf of the county. A wreath was 
placed at the marker, and certificates of appreciation were 
presented by Nancy Berry, Town and Country Garden Club 
President. After a benediction, Matthew Sowell, Coleman 
I.S.D. band director, played taps to end the beautiful and 
moving ceremony.

Garden club members and other residents of Coleman and Coleman County are honored 
to receive the Blue Star Memorial Marker as a fitting tribute to show our appreciation to our 
Armed Forces who stand at a moment’s notice to defend our country. 



12  Lone Star Gardener

Perk Up With Spring Tonic Herbs
by Sherie Clarkson

Now is the time of year when we start looking forward to the coming of spring, with the 
warmer weather, longer days and return of fresh flowers and vegetables. Our ancestors were 
especially glad when spring came because it meant a welcome change in their diet. Before 
the days of supermarkets and refrigeration, people had to eat what was available at that 
time of year. Wintertime meant dried beans and canned corn or maybe some of the more 
cold-hardy vegetables like cabbage and potatoes. These foods were easily stored and could 
make a great stew on a cold day.

However, these foods were not the best in providing the sufficient quantities of  vitamins 
and minerals needed for good health. Such a diet could result in symptoms of some nutri-
tional deficiencies by the end of winter. So earlier generations of country folks would set off 
in the early spring searching the fields and woods for the wild greens known as onics that 
would supply them with these nutrients. Of course, many of these people did not realize 
just why they would do this every spring, they just knew grandma always did it and that was 
good enough for them. Little did they realize they were saving their health.  

“Tonic” is a loosely-used term that can be applied to many other subjects, but here it refers 
to those green plants emerging early in the season reputedly to strengthen and Invigorate 
the body. They are usually used by themselves to strengthen or tone the body or some part 
of the body gradually. When they are used in formulas they are often referred to as Neutrals.

Following is a list of some of the more common tonic spring herbs that can be found in the 
United States. Before you pick anything in the wild to eat, consult a field guide or an expert 
to make sure you have the correct plant. Many plants are toxic, so be careful. But with a little 
practice, you will be able to identify them easily.

Burdock — Familiar for its hooked burrs which readily 
attach themselves to clothing, its name does indeed 
reflect this, for the Greek arktos, or bear, suggest 
rough-coated fruits and lappa, is to seize. Burdock 
is a traditional blood purifier, often combined in folk 
brews such as dandelion and burdock wine, and was 
once popular for indigestion.  

A biennial plant with long, dull green stalks and large 
(up to 12 inches long), oval leaves with many veins which resemble rhubarb, it is 
alternately despised as a trouble-some weed and a cherished healing herb. It was 
introduced to North America by the early European settlers and grows alongside 
roads, in ditches, hedgerows and waste places throughout most of the U.S. Gather 
the tender young leaves of first-year burdock in early spring, blanch them in water 
and use them as a salad vegetable.

Purslane — Being a tonic herb high in vitamins and 
minerals. It also contains gammalinolenic acid, which 
has been shown in experiments to reduce blood 
pressure and clotting and contains beta-carotene, 
an antioxidant believed to protect against cancer. A 
benign weed In most yards. This tonic herb is great 
when cooked. Gather bunches of leaves and stems 
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when they’re young. Fry, drain and crumble bacon, add vinegar and sugar. Stir in 
purslane and steam it briefly.  

Sheep Sorrell — A small pasture weed that looks like a 
miniature version of garden sorrel, sheep sorrel adds a 
bit of lemon flavor to salads, probably because of the 
oxalic acid and tannin it contains. Leafy green spinach 
also contains oxalic acid.  Sheep sorrel is also a good 
indicator of acid soil.

Plantain — A humble perennial weed with an ancient 
reputation in both Oriental, European, and in the last 
four centuries, in Native American medicine. The In-
dians called it white man’s foot because the plant 
with its rosette of ribbed leaves and its seed stalks 
resembling miniature cattails, seemed to follow the 
white settlers wherever they went. Internally, plantain 
leaves are famous among herbalists as a main ingredient in blood purifying and 
diuretic formulas.

Today, plantain can be found growing wild throughout the United States along 
roadsides, in meadows, in the poor soil of marginal areas and lawns. For use in 
their fresh state, gather the leaves whenever they are needed and available. It is a 
very prolific weed and seems to have always been gathered wild, never cultivated 
by man as it tends to spread wildly.

Dandelion — One of the world’s most famous weed, 
dandelion is also one of the oldest and most versatile 
of the healing herbs. Even its botanical name means, 
“the official remedy for disorders.” To medieval Europe-
an herbalists who worked with the Doctrine of Signa-
tures, the bright yellow flowers of the dandelion was 
a sign that is was good for the liver. The fresh leaves 
contain large amounts of vitamin A and calcium, as well as substantial amounts 
of Vitamins B1, vitamin C, sodium, potassium and trace elements.  

Dandelion roots are thick and dark brown on the outside, with a white milky inte-
rior. The leaves grow in a rosette form against the ground and are shiny, hairless 
and toothed, thus the origin of the plant’s name, the French dent de lion or lion’s 
tooth. The hollow stems ooze a milky liquid when broken. 

All parts of the dandelion are edible and considered useful for healing. Tradition-
ally in Europe and America, bitter-tasting fresh greens are a favorite spring tonic.  
Even before the greens emerge, the “blanched” rosette of leaf stems, often found 
buried under mulch or dirt makes an excellent salad addition. However, once the 
flower stalks have reached their full height, the greens are generally too bitter to 
eat.

After collecting your mess of greens, you can either eat them raw, cook them like spinach 
or brew them in a tea. You can even make hors d’oeuvres called “weed balls.” To make, mix 
chopped spring greens with bread crumbs and eggs. Form into balls, coat with Parmesan 
cheese and bake.

Perk Up With Spring Tonic Herbs (continued)
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About the Blue Star Memorial Marker Program
The Blue Star Memorial Marker Program of National Garden Clubs, Inc honors all men and 
women serving in the five branches of 
the Armed Forces of the United States, 
as well as those who have served or 
will serve.  

The program is named for the iconic 
“blue star” displayed on banners and 
flags in homes, churches and busi-
nesses across the United States to 
recognize sons and daughters serving 
overseas in World War II. The Blue Star 
Memorial Program was launched in 
1944, with the planting of 8,000 dog-
wood trees by the New Jersey Council 
of Garden Clubs as a living memorial 
to veterans of World War II. The follow-
ing year, NGC adopted and expanded 
the program that involved placing 
Blue Star Memorial Markers along 
thousands of miles of highways across 
the continental United States and Ha-
waii.  

Today, Blue Star Memorial Markers 
are highly visible along the nation’s 
highways and byways, and at national 
cemeteries, governmental facilities, 
veteran’s facilities and public parks 
and gardens. Currently, there are close 
to 3,000 Blue Star Memorial Markers 
across the United States.  

In 2015, NGC adopted Gold Star Families Memorial Markers as an adjunct program under the 
jurisdiction of the Blue Star Memorial Marker Program. Gold Star Families Memorial Markers 
honor families that have lost a loved one in the Armed Forces who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
during combat.  

For more information about the Blue Star Memorial Program, contact Gail Wilson, TGC Blue 
Star Memorial Chairman.

Mason Garden Club dedicated this Blue Star Memorial Marker in 2016.

Collecting rainwater is a wonderful conservation effort, and most houseplants and 

tropical indoor plants benefit from the lower chemical content of rainwater. But, don’t 

leave it standing outside uncovered as it can be a magnet for mosquitoes. And add 

mosquito dunks to prevent larvae from multiplying - the dunks don’t affect the quality 

of the water.
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National Garden Club Week – June 2-8, 2019 
Adapted from NGC Website and Heather White, LSC Design Editor  

Celebrate National Garden Club Week June 2-8, 2019, with your club and your community 
this year. There is still time to plan a whole week of activities or at least one great event. The 
goal of National Garden Week is to promote the NGC objectives of beautification, education 
of environmental efforts, gardening and involvement of Garden Clubs in your community. 
This is an opportunity to encourage pride in your community, interest in attracting new 
members, promote collaborative efforts with other groups, and to let the public know what 
you do. Consider one of the following ideas: 

•	 Plan an Educational Program and/or Work-
shop at your local library, public garden or 
Garden Center. 

•	 Sponsor a hands-on “How Do You Select 
Flowers/Shrubs for Your Garden” work-
shop at an area nursery. 

•	 Plan a Garden Tour Beautify a manage-
able blighted area or enhance an existing 
garden – this is a great project to do col-
laborative work with other groups such as 
boy/girl scouts, Master Gardeners or Plant 
Societies. 

•	 Plan an activity with a Youth Group or 
School Students. 

•	 Place a plant or flower arrangement at 
public facilities, along with one of the Na-
tional Garden Week Posters Place a display 
in your public library. 

Publicity is the key to the promotion of National Garden Week. From the NGC Website, www.
gardenclub.org, you can download the National Garden Week Proclamation. By inviting the 
Mayor to sign this Proclamation, you have a photo opportunity to submit to the local news-
paper to kick off the week. Share the photo and write up the National Garden Week activities 
for the local paper. Share your projects by sending photos to the NGC Flickr Website. During 
National Garden Week, NGC Consultants in Landscape Design, Environmental Studies, and 
Gardening Study are encouraged as a Council or as individuals to plan a program, workshop 
or activity to share their knowledge. 

Finally, consider applying for an award for your efforts. Awards are available in several cat-
egories and the National winners get CASH!  

 Mason Garden Club working in the butterfly garden at the 
Mason County M. Beven Eckert Memorial Library

during National Garden Club Week. 

The National Gardener Seeks Your Talents
Do you, or your club, have gardening tips, tricks, ideas or project successes to share? The 
National Gardener would like to tap into your skills and talents, as well as showcase your 
favorite projects. Patricia Binder, editor of The National Gardener requests a brief description 
of your idea or how a unique project fostered success -- a photo or two of your project is 
welcome. Photos must be high resolution 300 dpi with photo credit information provided. 
Email to Patricia at patricia.b.binder@gmail.com.
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Bluebonnet Garden Club
—   Happy 70th Anniversary   —

Since September 28, 1949

Annual Flower Show 
“Blossoms & Blooms – A Kaleidoscope of Color” 

Thursday, March 28, 2019
Visit www.bluebonnetgardenclub.com for details

District III Officer Nominees – 2019-2021

A Special Thank-You to the Staff of the Lone Star Gardener

Gail Ferris Beasley, Advertising and Layout Editor
Heather White, Design Editor - Floral
Cecelia Lussen, Conservation Editor
Sandra Hall, Environmental Editor

There is no way I could have done this job without your help.
I truly appreciate each and every one of you. — Sherie Clarkson, Managing Editor
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You DO NOT want to miss this event!
We have planned some fun and interesting speakers, good food, and a great, in-
formative workshop that everyone is talking about.  The Gardener’s Market will 
be even bigger than last year (this will be your last chance to purchase the Vase 
Brace -- proceeds benefit the Scholarship fund and Director’s Project).   Our Silent 
Auction will have you drooling – the Theme-based baskets will be irresistible. 

If you haven’t been to Oklahoma City in the past year or two, you are going to 
be amazed at all the things to do.  With your full registration, you will receive a 
Friday day-pass for our brand new Streetcar system (www.okcstreetcar.com)   tak-
ing you all over the downtown area.  There are many wonderful restaurants, a 
movie theater, canal rides, museums (www.welcometobricktown.com), and the 
OKC National Memorial (www.oklahomacitynationalmemorial.com) --  the street-
car will take you from door to door.  Along with the pass, you will also have free 
admission on Friday to the Myriad Botanical Gardens (www.oklahomabotanical-
gardens.com).  Come early and see the OKC Thunder play the Houston Rockets on 
April 9 at the “Peake” (www.nba.com/thunder).  

These are just a few things going on here.  Check out the websites to see how 
great OKC is!  AND GOOD NEWS -- we are extending the DEADLINE to MARCH 
23!  So get that registration in TODAY!
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Herbal Spring Cleaning Tips  
by Sherie Clarkson

During the middle ages fragrant herbs were used for strewing on the floor and for scenting 
the washing-water at meals. Some of these included costmary (Chrystanthemum Balsamita), 
which when mixed with other herbs made a good sachet for perfuming linens and laven-
der, either (Lavandula officinalis or stoechas), which was highly prized by the nobility and 
wealthier for perfuming their silks and linens and strewn in chests to keep insects, especially 
moths, away. Florentina and germanica irises and Madonna lilies were used for their sweet-
smelling roots. Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis), scented the water for washing at meals 
and repealed moths. Rose water (Rosa centifolia) was also used for hand washing at meals 
and strewn over the dresses of ladies during storage. 

A mediaeval bishop once wrote to a friend, an abbess queen, that “of all the fragrant herbs I 
send, none can compare in nobleness with the purple violet” (Viola odorate). Sweet woodruff 
(Aspervula ordorata) when dried has a scent like new-mown hay. It was used for strewing on 
floors, perfuming clothes in chests and making garlands for churches on feast days. 

Today, we know many of these herbs have antiseptic and antifungal properties that help 
fight infections and sickness. So, it just makes sense to use these herbs for cleaning. The 
herbs and essential oils that you want to use are those that repel or kill insects and those that 
act as fixatives (ones that aren’t attractive to insects). These are the herbs used in potpourris 
to help fix the fragrance and make it last longer. Plus, most of these herbs have wonderful 
scents that will make your house “spring clean fresh”. And it just didn’t happen by mistake 
that most of these herbs are the same ones used by people in the middle ages. Following is 
a list of herbs that are recommended for herbal cleaning: 

Herbs that inhibit micro-organisms Basil, bay, bergamot, chamomile, cinnamon, clove, euca-
lyptus, ginger, grapefruit, juniper, lavender, lemon, lemon balm, meadowsweet, myrrh, 
nutmeg, orange, oregano, patchouli, peppermint, pine, rose-scented geranium, rose-
mary, sage, sandalwood, spearmint, tea tree and thyme. 

Herbs that kill or repeal insects Basil, eucalyptus, juniper, lavender, lemon, lemon balm, 
myrtle, orange, peppermint, rosemary, rose-scented geranium, sage, savory, southern-
wood, thyme, wormwood and yarrow. 

Fixture herbs Red cedarwood, frankincense, myrrh, oakmoss, patchouli, reindeer moss, 
sandalwood, sweet grass, sweet woodruff, tonka beans and vanilla grass. 

Another reason to use herbs in cleaning is safety. The National Research Council has esti-
mated that hypersensitivity to chemicals found in common household products results In 
acute or chronic health problems for about 15 percent of the population. Plus, the herbal 
products are much cheaper than the chemicals. 

One of the easiest formulas for cleaning fine china and glassware, bathroom fixtures, kitchen 
counters, lightly soiled walls, appliances and painted woodwork, is to use a warm solution 
of borax or baking soda spiked with an infusion off fresh or dried aromatic herbs such as 
lavender, rosemary, thyme or sage. Steep a cup of a single herb or a combination of several 
kinds for about 15 minutes in 4 cups of boiling water, strain, then stir in 1 to 4 teaspoons 
baking soda or borax. Wipe it on with a sponge, then lightly rinse. Other quick tips for herbal 
housekeeping include placing a drop of your favorite essential oil on a scrap of fabric or a 
handkerchief. Toss it into the dryer with your clothes or sheets. Use a drop of two of orange 
oil on a paper coffee filter to remove glue or masking tape residue from windows. Shape 
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southernwood, wormwood and lavender stems into flat, fan-shaped bouquets. Let them 
dry, decorate with ribbon and hang in a closet to repel insects. Scent a filter bag of your 
vacuum cleaner with a drop or two of a fresh-smelling essential oil. 

For great fragrance whenever you sit down, scatter dried rose petals, lavender, rosemary or 
other favorite herbs under the cushions of the couch and upholstered chairs. Make sachets 
from fabric scraps or old handkerchief, embellish with lace or ribbon. If you don’t sew, try 
using muslin tea bags or even coin envelopes from an office supply store. 

For tougher jobs like vinyl floors, walls, woodwork, furniture and wicker baskets, Use this 
recipe for Herb Soap Concentrate. It is quick and relatively inexpensive to make. Wipe it on 
with a sponge or mop, then rinse quickly, sometimes adding a dash of vinegar to the rinse 
water to discourage the growth of bacteria.  

Herb Soap Concentrate Makes about ½ cup By incorporating herbal essential oils into an oil 
soap concentrate, such as Murphy’s Oil Soap paste, available at hardware stores and 
paint stores, then diluting the mixture with an herbal infusion, you get a double dose 
of herbal cleaning power. Use ½ cup or more concentrated oil soap paste. 1 tablespoon 
essential oil or combination of essential oils (about ½ ounces), lemon or orange essen-
tial oils are relatively inexpensive and smell great. Wearing gloves and using a stainless-
steel spoon and glass measuring cup, stir the Essential oil into the soap paste. Tilt the 
cup to the side. If oil separates from the mixture around the edges, add more paste and 
stir. Larger quantities can be made with a mixer or Blender. Store the concentrate in a 
wide-mouthed glass jar. Label it well (it looks like apple jelly). This quantity will make up 
to 30 quarts of cleaning solution. To use, dilute it by adding 1 to 3 teaspoons of concen-
trate to 4 cups of water of herbal infusion. 

Citrus Scrubber Save this scouring powder for the grungiest jobs, using a loofah on light 
stains and a nylon scrubbing pad on tough ones. I cup powdered calcium carbonate 
cleanser, or ½ cup each borax and baking soda, 1 ½ teaspoons each essential oils of 
lemon, orange and grapefruit. Pour the cleanser (or borax or baking soda) into a glass 
bowl. Stir in the lemon, orange and grapefruit oils, mashing any lumps. Store in a glass 
or metal jar with a lid. Wear gloves when using.  

Now is the Perfect Time for a Picnic
by Sherie Clarkson

Now that you have your seeds up and growing and your salad garden is producing. Well, 
why not have a springtime picnic featuring dishes made with your produce. A salad buffet 
set up outside on a picnic table would be great. Or if you want to be creative you can pack up 
a picnic basket and head for the lake. When trying a new herb recipe, it is wise to use a light 
touch until you have decided how much of each herb you like. Don’t overpower your food. 
Be sure you can tell that the dish is green beans, not basil. But don’t be afraid to experiment, 
you might discover a brand-new herb recipe.

Here are some recipes I recommend for a basic springtime picnic. However, do not limit 
yourself to these. Plan your picnic by what is in your garden or available at the market at 
the time. If you buy your ingredients, make sure you get the freshest possible. That’s the 
whole reason in growing it yourself, the fresh taste and texture. Here’s your Springtime Pic-
nic Menu: Spicy Mixed Salad; Melon, Tomato and Mint Salad;  Potato Salad with Dill and 
Chives; and Parsley and Chive Butter.

Herbal Spring Cleaning Tips (continued)
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Spicy Mixed Salad

 2 onions     2 radishes
 2 large carrots     1 large tomato, chopped
 1 small lettuce head, shredded  1-2 chilies, chopped
 Bunch coriander, chopped  salt and pepper
 Grated rind and juice of 1 lemon

Grate the onions, radishes and carrots and place in a large salad bowl. Add remaining 
ingredients and toss together well. Add extra lemon juice to taste. Serves 4-6. 

Melon, Tomato and Mint Salad

This is just as good with lemon balm and fresh basil leaves replacing the mint. Serves 4. 

 ½ lb. cantaloupe or other melon   ½ lb. firm tomatoes, cut into wedges
 1/3 lb. cucumber, peeled and grated ½ cup finely chopped mint
 1 cup plain yogurt

Cut the melon flesh into balls and cubes alternatively. Combine the melon, tomato and 
cucumber in a large salad bowl. Stir the mint into yogurt to make a dressing, then pour 
over the salad. Season to taste and garnish the dressed salad with mint. 

Potato Salad with Dill and Chives

 4 medium potatoes  
 1 tbsp. onion, parsley and chives, chopped
 1 flowering head dill, finely chopped or 1 tsp dill seed    
 3 tbsp. mayo
 1 tbsp. cream or plain yogurt    
 salt and pepper

Boil the potatoes in their skins 
until just tender. Cool, peel and 
slice them. Sprinkle on the onion, 
parsley, chives and dill. Blend the 
mayonnaise and cream, season with 
salt and  pepper. Add to the potato 
mixture and stir gently. Leave to 
stand a few hours so the flavors 
mingle. Serves 4. 

Parsley and Chive Butter

 2 tbsp. chopped parsley  
 1 tbsp. chopped chives
 2 sticks, butter, slightly   
       softened
 juice of 1 lemon
 salt and pepper

Beat the herbs into the butter and then add the lemon juice and seasoning. Mix until 
smooth.  

Now is the Perfect Time for a Picnic (continued)
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Calendar 2019
Texas Garden Clubs, Inc.    |    (817) 332-6602    |    tgcoffice@aol.com

NGC Events May 21-24, 2019 - NGC Spring Convention in Philadelphia, PA

SCR Events April 12-13, 2019 - SCR Spring Convention in Oklahoma City, OK

TGC Events

April 1-4, 2019 - 91st TGC Spring Convention in El Paso
October 29-31, 2019 - TGC Fall Convention hosted by District III at the 

Holiday Inn, Tyler, TX;  Chairman - Christine Fincher, Co-chairman - Nita 
Beal

Flower  
Show 
Schools

March 19-21, 2019 - Flower Show School I - Meadows Conference Center, 
Dallas

Landscape 
Design 
Schools

September 23-24, 2019 - Landscape Design School Course III at Bush 
Library, College Station

August 27-28, 2019 - Garden Study School, Series 1, Class 1, to be held at 
the San Antonio Garden Center, 3310 N. New Braunfels, San Antonio. 
Chair and contact: Cecelia A. Lussen, 830 837 5262, lussencal@att.net. 
More details to come.

Districts

District I - Spring Convention on March 6, 2019 in Odessa
District II - Spring Convention on March 13, 2019 hosted by Colleyville GC
District III - Spring Convention on March 14-15, 2019 in Texarkana
District VI - Spring Convention on March 8, 2019
District VII - Spring Convention on March 4, 2019, San Antonio Garden Ctr
District VII - Fall meeting, October 30, 2019, San Antonio Garden Center
District IX - Spring Meeting on March 13, 2019 in El Paso
District X - Texas Daffodil Society Flower Show on March 7, 2019 in Dallas

Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. MISSION STATE-

MENT         Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. promotes the 

love of gardening, floral design, horticulture, civic 

responsibilities, landscaping, environmental con-

cerns, and garden therapy for men, women, and 

children and encourages participation and sup-

port in educational programs for both the very 

young and advanced students. It is the purpose 

of this organization to preserve, protect, and con-

serve the natural resources of this country and to 

maintain and enhance the beauty of the lands.

Lone Star Gardener Quotas

Thank you to all the districts who met and 
exceeded advertising quotas!

District $ Quota Actual $ Spent

I 120 175.00

II 300 87.50

III 300 162.50

IV 300 650.00

V 300 187.50

VI 150 0

VII 150 443.75

VIII 120 375.00

IX 150 87.50

X 300 306.25



22  Lone Star Gardener

From Your Headquarters
We gratefully accept your contributions re-
ceived from October 1, 2018 to January 31, 
2019.

ENDOWMENT FUNDS – BLASCHKE LAND-
SCAPE: Smithville GC; In Memory of Junelle 
McBee/Past President by Smithville GC; Dog-
wood GC-Palestine; Garden Culture Club; 
Bridgeport GC; DURRETT ENDOWMENT: 
Dogwood GC-Palestine; Far Corners Garden 
Study Club; ENDOWMENT FUND: San Ange-
lo GC; Browning Community GC; Hondo GC; 
Dogwood GC-Palestine; Schulenburg GC; 
Newcomers GC; Far Corners Garden Study 
Club; SIMMERS ENDOWMENT: Kermit GC; 
Dogwood GC-Palestine; 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS – BRUNDRETT SCHOL-
ARSHIP: Dogwood GC-Palestine; Newton 
GC; ELLIS SCHOLARSHIP: Dogwood GC-Pal-
estine; HENDY SCHOLARSHIP: Joyce Hendy; 
Dogwood GC-Palestine; SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND: Steven Chamblee; Sarah McReynolds; 
Georgetown GC; Lady Bug Garden Club; Ter-
rell Heights Garden Club; Poise N’ Ivy GC; 
San Angelo GC; Browning Community GC; 
Waverly Park GC; Kermit GC; Dogwood GC-
Palestine; Plano GC; Bluebonnet GC; Garden 
Culture Club; Land O’ Lakes GC; Bridgeport 
GC; Newcomers GC; Far Corners Garden 
Study Club; DOTTIE SIVESS SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND: Hondo GC; Pionette GC; Gateway GC; 
Kermit GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; 

HEADQUARTERS FUNDS – AWARDS YOUTH: 
Adalia Aguilar; Hondo GC; Brookhaven GC; 
Kermit GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; A & 
M GC; Land O’ Lakes GC; AWARDS ADULT: 
Adalia Aguilar; Kermit GC; Dogwood GC-
Palestine; Land O’ Lakes GC; A/C FUND-TGC: 
Giddings GC; Gateway GC; Frisco GC; Kermit 
GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; HEADQUAR-
TERS  BUILDING MAINTENANCE: George-
town GC; Lady Bug Garden Club; Poise ‘N 
Ivy GC; Brookhaven GC; Frisco GC; Waverly 
Park GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; ; Bluebon-
net GC; Land O’ Lakes GC; Denton Council of 
Garden Clubs; Bridgeport GC; Newcomers 

GC; HEADQUARTERS OFFICE  FUND: Hondo 
GC; Poise ‘N Ivy GC; Brookhaven GC; San An-
gelo GC; Frisco GC; Dallas Flowershow Judg-
es Founders Group; Kermit GC; Dogwood 
GC-Palestine; Plano GC; ; Bluebonnet GC; 
Newton GC; HEADQUARTERS LANDSCAPE / 
WILDSCAPE / POCKET GARDENS: Keith Mof-
fett/District I; Elizabeth Wagner/ President: 
Lubbock Memorial Arboretum; Giddings GC; 
San Angelo GC; Frisco GC; Waverly Park GC; 
Dogwood GC-Palestine; Plano GC; Garden 
Culture Club; Designers & Diggers Garden 
Study Club; Bridgeport GC; Newton GC;

GENERAL FUNDS – FRIENDSHIP BOOK: 
Browning Community GC;  Kermit GC; ME-
MORIAL BOOK: Junelle McBee by Smithville 
GC; Mary Lou Zink by Smithville GC; Lolita 
Barnhart by San Angelo GC;  

PRESIDENTS BOOK – DISTRICT I: Kermit GC, 
Lyda Smith; DISTRICT II: Garden Culture Club, 
Karen Peden; DISTRICT III: Gateway GC, Beth 
Pesek; Dogwood GC-Palestine, Linda Chaf-
fin; DISTRICT IV: Southampton GC, Joanne 
King; Columbus GC, Mary Jane Moore; Far 
Corners Garden Study Club, Carolynne 
White; DISTRICT V: Georgetown GC, Becky 
Williams; Killeen GC, Kathy Abilez; Giddings 
GC, Eleanor Floeck; Browning Community 
GC, Monica Huereque; A & M GC, Sherry El-
lison; DISTRICT VIII: San Angelo GC, Allison 
Watkins; DISTRICT X: Frisco GC, Linda Strick-
er; Plano GC, Mittie McDonald; Designers & 
Diggers Garden Study Club, Dana Harkey; 

CONTRIBUTING PROJECTS – ARBOR DAY 
FUND: Columbus GC; Browning Commu-
nity GC; Frisco GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; 
Garden Culture Club; ; Designers & Dig-
gers Garden Study Club; Land O’ Lakes GC; 
Bridgeport GC; Far Corners Garden Study 
Club; BIRDSEED FUND: Hondo GC; Kermit 
GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; ; Bluebonnet 
GC; A & M GC; Bridgeport GC; BROOKWOOD 
COMMUNITY: Georgetown GC; Poise ‘N Ivy 
GC; Memorial Northwest Ladybugs; Killeen 
GC; Giddings GC; Columbus GC; Hondo GC; 
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From Your Headquarters (continued)

Kermit GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; A & M 
GC; Far Corners Garden Study Club; BROOK-
WOOD in GEORGETOWN:  Georgetown GC; 
Columbus GC; Frisco GC; Hondo GC; Kermit 
GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; CAMP TYLER: 
Frisco GC; Kermit GC; Garden Culture Club; 
GARDENS AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY: Co-
lumbus GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; A & M 
GC; GRAPEVINE BOTANICAL PARK: Frisco 
GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; Garden Culture 
Club; Bridgeport GC; HURRICANE HARVEY 
RELIEF FUND: Gateway GC; Dogwood GC-
Palestine; Garden Culture Club;  Designers 
& Diggers Garden Study Club; KEYSTONE 
HERITAGE PARK: Hondo GC; Dogwood GC-
Palestine; LIBRARY: Dogwood GC-Palestine; 
NATURAL DISASTER: Frisco GC; Hondo GC; 

Kermit GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; Plano GC; 
Garden Culture Club; ; Designers & Diggers 
Garden Study Club; NATURE CONSERVANCY 
OF TEXAS: Poise ‘N Ivy GC; Weimar Garden 
Club; Columbus GC; Gateway GC; Hondo GC; 
Bridgeport GC; RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER: 
Columbus GC; Hondo GC; Kermit GC; SEEDS 
FOR LIFE: Memorial Northwest Ladybugs: 
Bluebonnet GC/Brenham; Southampton GC; 
Columbus GC; Frisco GC; Hondo GC; Kermit 
GC; Dogwood GC-Palestine; Bluebonnet GC; 
Garden Culture Club; Designers & Diggers 
Garden Study Club; A & M GC; TEXAS A&M 
FORESTRY SERVICE: Columbus GC; Gateway 
GC; Frisco GC; Hondo GC; Dogwood GC-Pal-
estine; Garden Culture Club; Newcomers GC; 
OLD FORT PARKER: Hondo GC.

CORRECTION:  The flower design 
shown on page 8 of the Winter 2018 is-
sue of the Lone Star Gardener was not 
properly identified. The designer was 
Suzanne Milstead of College Station. 
The cascade design was a winner at 
the Violet Crown Garden Club (Austin) 
flower show in October. We are sorry 
for this oversight.

Louise Drake Garden Club Members on Commerce 
City Council

In the photo, Mayor Wyman Williams recently welcomed Stephanie Muller, President of Lou-
ise Drake Garden, to her first term as City Council Member.

Jean Klaus, also a Louise Drake Garden Club and City Council member, joined in to congratu-
late the new council member. Stephanie won her election by 70 percent of the votes and 
Jean was reelected by 75 percent. Garden club members work well with city officials.

The LDGC members are very active with the beautification activities and many other projects 
in Commerce. Greenville Life Magazine published 
a five page article in their Spring 2018, volume 2, 
number 2 featuring beautiful pictures of LDGC 
and their activities in Commerce and highlighted 
the history and purpose of the Louise Drake Gar-
den Club. The article was entitled “The Sights of 
Spring” and was written by Ryan Scott and the 
photos were by Laurie King.
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